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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 1 — Introduction

The purpose of this course is to get better acquainted with the Old Testament and how it leads up to
the coming of Christ, for Jesus said of the Old Testament: “The Scriptures...are they which testify of
Me” (John 5:39). After His resurrection Jesus said to His disciples: “All things must be fulfilled which
were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me” (Luke 24:44). By
speaking of the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms, Jesus was referring to the three parts in
which the Hebrew Old Testament was divided at that time. This includes all the books we recognize as
part of the Old Testament today.

Before we take a look at the individual books themselves, we present here an overview of Old
Testament history and indicate how the various books fit into the history. The books of the Old
Testament are written in bold face with CAPITAL LETTERS so it will be easy to see where they fit in
with the history. Those persons who are direct ancestors of our Lord Jesus are underlined.

In order to get the most out of this course, it is important that you read and study the Bible itself —
chapter by chapter, verse by verse. As we get into some of the books of the Old Testament, it may not
be possible to read all of the chapters word for word, but we pray eventually you will read every
chapter of the Bible carefully, for that is why God has given us this revelation.

This is our prayer as we begin this study of the Bible: “Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy
Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being
strengthened and comforted by Your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen” (Christian Worship — A Lutheran Hymnal, p. 25).

1. In the Beginning

Eternity — In the beginning there was only God.
Paradise — A perfect world inhabited by perfect creatures — Adam and Eve.
The Fall — Satan, a fallen angel, succeeded in making unholy that which was holy.

The Promise — By this Promise God created new spiritual life. From this point on all those who
believed this Promise were the children of God and the enemies of Satan.

2. From Adam to Abraham

From Adam to Noah — The Promise was preserved despite the increase of wickedness.
(1 Adam; 2 Seth; 7 Enoch; 8 Methuselah; 10 Noah)

The Flood — God’s judgment on man’s sin. Nevertheless, God kept His Promise to Noah and his son
Shem. He also made a special promise to all mankind with a rainbow as its sign.

The United World — Man became earth-centered. God’s judgment at Babel scattered men.
(1 Noah; 2 Shem; 6 Peleg)

The World of Idolatry — Men were divided into tribes, then into nations, each with their own
language and their own religion.
(1 Peleg; 5 Terah; 6 Abram/Abraham)




3. The Ups and Downs of God’s Chosen People

The Age of the Great Patriarchs — God made and renewed His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
He chose the children of Jacob (Israel) as His own people and gave them the land of Canaan (Palestine,
the Promised Land, the Holy Land) as their inheritance.
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The Growth of the Twelve Tribes in Egypt — God’s Promise went to Judah, but all of Jacob’s
sons shared the inheritance.

The twelve: Reuben, Simeon, Judah, Levi, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulon,
Joseph, Benjamin. Joseph’s two sons: Manasseh, Ephraim.

[All of this history is recorded in the book of GENESIS, written by Moses.]
Slavery in Egypt — God’s book is silent.
From Joseph’s death in 1806 BC until Moses’ birth in 1527 BC there were 279 silent years.

The Exodus under Moses — The exodus is a picture of God’s future deliverance through Christ.
After the exodus, God gave His chosen people His Law on Mt. Sinai for three chief purposes:
as a mirror, as a hedge, as a guide.

The Forty Years of Wilderness Wandering — This was the result of Israel’s unbelief.

[This history and these laws are recorded in the four other books of Moses: EXODUS,
LEVITICUS, NUMBERS, DEUTERONOMY.]

The Conquest of Canaan under Joshua (which means “savior”) — This triumphant war is a
picture of Christ’s victory over our spiritual enemies. The conquest was followed by the
apportioning of the land to the twelve tribes.

[The story of the war and the division of the land is recorded in JOSHUA.]

The Period of the Judges — Israel’s disobedience brought about enemy victories. But there
were also ups through God-sent deliverers or judges, such as Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon,
Jephthah, Samson, later Eli and Samuel.

[The stories of the six earlier judges and their times are recorded in JUDGES. The stories of
Eli and Samuel are recorded in 1 SAMUEL. The story of Boaz and Ruth, King David’s ancestors
who lived in the time of the judges, is recorded in RUTH.]

Samuel and the First Days of King Saul — Victory over the enemies and a united kingdom.
The Rejection of Saul — Two acts of disobedience brought about God’s judgment.

[The story of Samuel and the reign of King Saul is recorded in 1 SAMUEL, also in the first part
of 1 CHRONICLES.]

The Golden Age of Israel under David and Solomon — A united kingdom, a Jerusalem Temple,
great activity of prophets, poets, and philosophers. This kingdom is a picture of the greater
kingdom of Christ, David’s greater Son.

[This history is recorded in 2 SAMUEL and the first part of 1 KINGS, as well as in the last part
of 1 CHRONICLES and the first part of 2 CHRONICLES.]

[During this Golden Age the poetical books of JOB, PSALMS, PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES,
SONG OF SOLOMON were written, at least the greater portion of them.]

The Divided Kingdom: Israel, the Ten Northern Tribes — God judged their idolatry.
Israel set up idol worship at Bethel and Dan.

Israel’s great prophets could not stem the tide of sin.

(Elijah, Elisha, JONAH, AMOS, HOSEA, MICAH, NAHUM, OBADIAH)

Israel’s kings were wicked without exception (including Jeroboam |, Omri, Ahab, Jehu,
Jeroboam 1)

God’s judgment struck in 722 BC; the Assyrians took Israel into captivity.



[The history of Israel is recorded in the last part of 1 KINGS and in 2 KINGS.]

Up: The Divided Kingdom: Judah, the Two Southern Tribes — God was longsuffering in mercy.
Judah retained true worship at the Jerusalem Temple. [Many PSALMS and PROVERBS]
God’s prophets strengthened the people’s faith.
(JOEL, HOSEA, ISAIAH, MICAH)

God gave Judah some God-fearing kings (such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Amaziah, Uzziah,
Jotham, Hezekiah)

God’s angel delivered Judah from the Assyrians and preserved the kingdom.
Down: The Last Years of the Kingdom of Judah
Josiah was the only God-fearing king in these last days of wickedness.

God’s prophets prophesied God’s judgment on Judah'’s sins.
(such as ISAIAH, MICAH, ZEPHANIAH, HABAKKUK, JEREMIAH - LAMENTATIONS)

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked and carried off the Jews in three installments:
1. In 606 BC Daniel was one of those taken.
2. In 597 BC Ezekiel and King Jehoiachin were among those taken.
3. In 586 BC Jerusalem was destroyed, and Jeremiah left the city.

[The history of Judah is recorded in 1 KINGS, 2 KINGS, 2 CHRONICLES.]
Down: The Babylonian Captivity of Seventy Years (606-536 BC)

During this time the old prophecies of ISAIAH and JEREMIAH and the new prophecies of
DANIEL and EZEKIEL comforted the people and gave them new hope.

Up: The Jewish Return to Jerusalem
The first return under Zerubbabel (Sheshbazzar) and Jeshua in 536 BC
The rebuilding of the Temple under HAGGAI and ZECHARIAH in 520 BC
(Interlude in Persia: the story of ESTHER)

Ezra led a group of Jews to Jerusalem in 457 BC
Nehemiah rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem in 445 BC and afterwards.

The return of these exiles to Jerusalem showed that God had not forgotten His people or His
Promise.

[The story of the return of the exiles is recorded in EZRA and NEHEMIAH.]

God gave His people one last prophet, MALACHI, with the Promise: “‘Behold, He is coming,’
says the LORD of hosts” (Malachi 3:1).

The Silent Years of Waiting for Christ



Some round numbers to remember:

Abraham (2000 BC)

Moses (1500 BC)

David (1000 BC)

the Assyrian Captivity of Israel (722 BC)

the Babylonian Captivity of Judah (606-536 BC)
Malachi, the last of God’s prophets (420 BC)

The order of the great world empires:

Egypt (Thutmose Ill — 1450 BC?)
Assyria (Sennacherib — 700 BC)
Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar — 600 BC)
Persia (Darius | — 500 BC)

Greece (Alexander — 330 BC)

Rome (Caesar Augustus — 0 BC)

Questions

RNV A WS

Why can we say that the Old Testament is a book about Jesus?

List five events that are recorded in the book of Genesis.

Why can we call the time period between Genesis and Exodus “silent years”?
What do the first five books of the Old Testament have in common?

What is meant by an “up” period and a “down” period in Israelite history?
Why can we call the days of David and Solomon a golden age?

What is the nature of the books from Job to the Song of Solomon?

List some differences between the kingdom of Israel and the kingdom of Judah.
What is meant by the Babylonian Captivity?

10 Name some of the leaders of the people who returned from captivity.
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 2 — In the Beginning

Eternity

The first sentence of the Old Testament is this: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1). In these words we are told of the origin of the world in which we live. It was
created by God. But no attempt is made to tell us anything about the origin of God. The reason for
that is that there is no origin for God. God simply is. There is no time before God was. God gives Himself
the name “l AM” (Exodus 3:14). Moses, the great prophet of God, wrote: “Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting,
You are God” (Psalm 90:2).

God is above and beyond the limits of time or space. God began time in the beginning, but there is no
beginning to Him. God is eternal, timeless, always existing in time and beyond time.

The same is true of Jesus, for it is written: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him,
and without Him nothing was made that was made” (John 1:1-3). We know who the Word is, because
in John 1:14 tells us that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” and John 1:17 identifies this
One who lived among us as “Jesus Christ.” As a human being Jesus had a beginning in time when He
was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of His mother Mary, but as the Son of God Jesus had no
beginning. For that reason, He once told His enemies: “Before Abraham was, | AM” (John 8:58).

Whereas time can be presented as a straight line moving forward, eternity can be presented as a circle
that includes all straight lines within itself. God sees all and knows all, and He sees all the past, present
and future as existing before Him. One could call this “the eternal now.” The Bible uses such
expressions as “before the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:20) and “before time
began” (2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:2) to describe eternity. Jesus prayed to His heavenly Father: “O Father,
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which | had with You before the world was” (John
17:5). Therefore we can join the apostle Paul in saying: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen” (1 Timothy 1:17).

Paradise

As we read the first two chapters of Genesis, we notice that the world described in these two chapters
is considerably different from the world we know today. Some things are the same — we still have
darkness and light, day and night, land and sea, the sky, sun, moon, and stars, plant life and animal life,
air creatures, water creatures, and land creatures, and finally human creatures. The almighty and
eternal God created all these things in an orderly way, in six regular days, simply by speaking the word.

The difference between that world and our world is indicated by the word “good” that appears in the
account over and over again (Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25) and “very good” (Genesis 1:31) when God
completed His creation. In our world there are many things that are not good, such as storms, sickness,
killing in the animal world, and death even for those creatures that God made last of all: the human
beings. Notice that on the sixth day of world history God “created man in His own image”, “male and
female” (Genesis 1:27). To be made in the image of God means to be like God in holiness,
righteousness and purity. There was no sin in that original world, which we call Paradise. Since there
was no sin, there was no death, for death is the result of sin.




The second chapter of Genesis tells us that God made the male human first from the dust of the ground
and then made the female human from the male. God did not want the man, Adam, to be alone, for
that would have been “not good” (Genesis 2:18). God wanted everything in His creation to be good,
yes, very good. And so God created a partner for Adam, the woman named Eve. Their holiness and
purity are indicated by the fact that “they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not
ashamed” (Genesis 2:25).

In that perfect Paradise God made a home for Adam and Eve, a perfect home. “The LORD God planted
a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed” (Genesis 2:8). God
watered the garden of Eden with a river that “became four riverheads” (Genesis 2:10). God gave man
the pleasant task of taking care of Eden. This was no problem, for everything at that time was “very
good”. God even provided minerals such as gold and bdellium and the onyx stone, and the gold was
“good” (Genesis 2:12).

The best thing of all that God did was to plant “the tree of life” (Genesis 2:9) in Eden to provide a
simple way for Adam and Eve to avoid the opposite of life, which is death. Besides the tree of life, there
was also in the garden “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (Genesis 2:9). In order to avoid
death, God gave them one simple command: “Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17).

It is hard for us to imagine what Paradise was like, since our world is filled with things that are not
good, but perhaps we can get some kind of an idea of what it was like by listening to what God has
promised us concerning “new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13).
The prophet Isaiah already in the Old Testament promised “new heavens and a new earth” and said
that in this new world “the voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor the voice of crying”
(Isaiah 65:17-19). This sounds like Paradise. Moreover, Isaiah declared: “The wolf and the lamb shall
feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox... They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain” (Isaiah 65:25). No doubt this is what it was like in the original Paradise.

Jesus’ apostle John was given a glimpse into the “very good” land that has been promised to us in the
visions of the book of Revelation. It is Paradise indeed! God “will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain”
(Revelation 21:3-4). “There shall be no more curse” (Revelation 22:3). Those who dwell in that
Paradise will once more “have the right to the tree of life” (Revelation 22:14). “There shall by no
means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie... Outside are...sorcerers and
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie” (Revelation
21:27; 22:15).

The apostle Paul was once given a small glimpse of Paradise. He wrote to the Christians in Corinth: “I
will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago -
whether in the body | do not know, or whether out of the body | do not know, God knows — such a
one was caught up to the third heaven. And | know such a man — whether in the body or out of the
body | do not know, God knows — how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter” (2 Corinthians 12:1-4). From the context it is clear
that Paul was talking about himself and a vision that he himself had.

God is a good God, and He created a good world. He created a Paradise for our first parents. And He
promises there will once again be a new Paradise for all those who learn to love Him and trust in Him.
From the cross Jesus promised the repentant robber who was crucified next to Him: “Assuredly, | say
to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).



The Fall into Sin

We do not know how long Adam and Eve lived in their perfect Paradise. It probably was not long, for
even though their Creator had told them to reproduce, Eve did not conceive until she and Adam were
removed from their original home in Eden.

The account in Genesis 3 speaks of a serpent who spoke to Eve and contradicted the clear Word of
God. God had said: “Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17). But the serpent said: “You will not surely die”
(Genesis 3:4). Eve had experienced nothing but blessing from the Lord God, her Creator. Surely it was
to be expected that she would put more confidence in the Word of the God she knew than in the word
of a created animal who contradicted God.

But the serpent cunningly suggested that God had ulterior motives for issuing the command not to eat
the fruit from that one tree. The serpent insinuated that God was not as good as Eve believed and had
experienced God to be. The serpent suggested that by commanding them not to eat from that tree,
God was purposely keeping good from them. The serpent said: “God knows that in the day you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). Even
though everything was “very good” in her world, Eve wanted even more. She believed the serpent’s
lie because it seemed plausible to her. “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate”
(Genesis 3:6). Where was her husband during this time? He was with her, and he joined her in her
disobedience: “She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate” (Genesis 3:6).

From that moment God’s created world was no longer “very good” or even just “good”. The world
was not good, because Adam and Eve were not good. Whereas they had been in perfect harmony with
God, with each other, and with all of creation, they now were “dead” as God had said they would be.
They still had physical life, as they would continue to live on earth for hundreds of years, but their
perfect life with God had come to an end. They were now spiritually dead.

Their deadness resulted in a sense of shame at their nakedness that they had not known before, and
they tried to cover themselves (Genesis 3:7). When the Lord came to them, they did not rejoice in His
company, as they had before, but they foolishly tried to hide themselves from Him in the trees of Eden.
When God called to him, Adam claimed that he was afraid of God because of his nakedness. Adam
had never been afraid of Him before even though he had been naked. God told him that his problem
was not nakedness but unbelief and disobedience. But Adam did not confess his sin. He blamed Eve,
and, in fact, he blamed God, for he said: “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and | ate” (Genesis 3:12). Eve did not confess her sin either. She said: “The serpent deceived
me, and | ate” (Genesis 3:13).

As we read this account, certain questions come to our minds. For example, if God made everything
very good, how did this serpent learn how to lie and to contradict God? Where did the opposite of
good come from? What is the origin of evil?

Another mystery is the mere existence of a talking serpent. In our experience serpents don’t talk. For
this very reason many Bible readers in our generation simply dismiss this entire account as fiction, as
mythology, as made-up legend, as fictitious as Santa Claus and the Easter bunny. How are we to accept
and explain this account?

We have to let the Bible explain itself. As we read further in Scripture, we learn who it was that was
speaking through the serpent. We learn more about the origin of evil from Jesus and His apostles. As
far as the serpent is concerned, we read in the book of Revelation that the “serpent of old...is the
Devil and Satan” (Revelation 20:2). So, the one who spoke to Eve in Eden was the Devil, known as
Satan, and the animal (the serpent) was merely the cunning creature that Satan used to utter his lies
and insinuations. The event took place exactly as written in Genesis. The apostle Paul wrote: “The



serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness” (2 Corinthians 11:3). He also wrote: “Adam was not deceived,
but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression” (1 Timothy 2:14).

In order to fully understand the account in Genesis, we must search the Scriptures to find out what
God has to say about His chief enemy, known as Satan. In His ministry, the Jewish authorities, especially
by the Pharisees, opposed Jesus again and again. Very pointedly Jesus said to them: “You are of your
father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks lie, he
speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it” (John 8:44). If Satan is the father
of lies, then there was no one who lied before Satan lied. If Satan was a murderer from the beginning,
then he must be the one who destroyed life and brought death into the world. The apostle John wrote:
“He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning” (1 John 3:8).

We should not think of the devil as being equal with God. There are some who speak of two equal
gods: one good God, and one evil God, namely, the devil. The devil is called an “adversary” (1 Peter
5:8), but he is not an adversary on the same level as God. On the contrary, the devil was created as a
good angel, but he fell away from God together with a number of other spirit beings who are called
the devil’s angels. The apostle Peter wrote: “God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment” (2 Peter 2:4).
Likewise, Jude, the Lord’s brother, wrote: “The angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left
their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great
day” (Jude 6). In other words, the devil and the evil spirits under his command were created by God
as “good” angels. It is written: “By Him (Jesus, God the Son) all things were created that are in heaven
and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers” (Colossians 1:16). But the devil introduced sin of his own accord, persuaded other angels to
disobey God, and ever since that time, he has endeavored to lead God’s human creatures away from
God, walking “about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Eve and Adam
were his first victims.

Because of his success in Eden, the devil is rightly called “the ruler of this world” (John 16:11). He is
called “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience”
(Ephesians 2:2) and even “the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4), who blinds the minds of unbelievers.
In fact, it is written that the devil “had the power of death” and therefore was the master of “those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14-15).

As soon as the fall into sin occurred (as recorded in Genesis 3), the world became a different place.
The fall into sin affected all of creation. To the woman God said: “lI will greatly multiply your sorrow
and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you” (Genesis 3:16). To the man God said: “Cursed is the ground for your sake;
in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you,
and you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return
to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis
3:17-20).

As Adam and Eve reproduced and multiplied, their children were no longer in the image of God. No,
we read: “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). Even after the great flood
destroyed the original world, “the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Genesis 8:21).
God’s verdict on the human race is this: “They have all turned aside, they have together become
corrupt; there is none who does good, no, not one” (Psalm 14:3).

There was no death in the world before there was sin, not even in the animal world. The apostle Paul
explained: “The creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected
it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the



glorious liberty of the children of God” (Romans 8:20-21). The created world did not willingly become
subject to futility and death. God changed the created world because of human sin. A curse fell on all
creation as a result of human disobedience. This curse will not be removed until the children of God
are delivered on the Last Day. Then creation itself will be delivered from its bondage and will share in
the “glorious liberty of the children of God” (Romans 8:21).

The relationship between sin and death is clearly outlined by the apostle Paul in his grand comparison
between the first Adam and the second Adam, Jesus Christ. He says: “Through one man sin entered
the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned... Death
reigned from Adam to Moses... By the one man’s offense many died... For the judgment which came
from one offense resulted in condemnation... By the one man’s offense death reigned through the
one... Through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation... By one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners” (Romans 5:12-19).

The Promise of a Savior from Sin

Eternity, Paradise, the Fall into Sin. If the Old Testament had stopped at this point, there would be no
hope for mankind or for all of creation. Because of Satan’s murderous lies and the disobedience of Eve
and Adam, sin was now in the world, and because of sin, death was now in the world — spiritual death
for the human race, decay and deterioration and destruction for all of creation because of human sin.
There was no possibility of any change, for sin and death cannot produce life.

But God was not willing to abandon the creatures He had made in His own image. Already from
eternity God knew what was going to happen — even as He knows all things — and He already had a
plan in mind to rescue the human race and salvage His creation. The Lord God was quick to reveal His
plan of salvation to Adam and Eve at once. After confronting Adam and Eve with their disobedience,
God confronted the serpent who had led them astray. To the serpent God said: “Because you have
done this, you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly
you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life” (Genesis 3:14).

These words seem to be directed to the animal that Satan chose to use for his evil purpose. But then
the Lord God went on to say: “And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15). These
words are directed no longer to the animal, but to the spirit being who used the animal, namely, the
devil himself. With these words God was pronouncing a curse on Satan and indicating how God would
one day take away Satan’s power by bruising or crushing his head. The picture is of a man stomping
on the head of a snake with his heel and killing the snake while, at the same time, enduring pain
himself through a bruised heel. We can be sure that God is talking about Satan and not the animal
serpent from the Apostle Paul’'s words in Romans 16:20: “And the God of peace will crush Satan under
your feet shortly”. Satan is the one who will have his head bruised and crushed, and that will mean
his total defeat.

After Satan succeeded in deceiving Eve and after Adam followed Eve in disobeying God, Satan thought
he had gained total control over Eve and all her descendants. Because she had listened to him instead
of God, he expected that all her descendants would follow in her path and listen to him. But God said
that would not happen. God said: “l will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
seed and her Seed” (Genesis 3:15). God’s message to Satan was this: “Eve is not going to listen to you
and obey you. | am going to establish a state of hostility between you and her, and between her
children and your children — a state of hostility that will go on and on and on. They are not all going to
listen to you, but they will fight against you. Yes, you will have some children, that is, some of the sons
and daughters born to Eve and her descendants will follow you and your evil ways. You will have seed,
and your seed will be enemies of her seed. This warfare will continue throughout the generations. You
are not always going to get your way. Not all human beings are going to listen to you, although many
of them will.”



Then God said: “He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15). God’s
message in this promise was: “But finally at some future time the woman will have a Seed, a son, a
very special son, who will take you on in battle head-to-head. This Seed is the Seed of the woman. He
will have a woman as His mother; He will be a true human being like Adam. And what is He going to
do? He is going to bruise your head, Satan. He is going to crush you and demolish you and rob you of
all your power. All you will be able to do in your struggle against Him is to bruise His heel, but you,
Satan, will have a crushed head. You will be utterly defeated.”

These words of the Lord God were directed at Satan, but Adam and Eve were present and listened to
them and believed them. This is evident from the fact that “Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because
she was the mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20). If Adam had remained in his unrepentant state after
his disobedience, he would have given Eve a name meaning the mother of death, for he had accused
her of bringing sin into the world. But Adam called her the mother of the living — the mother of life —
rather than the mother of death. This indicates Adam believed God’s words that the woman’s Seed
would create life instead of death. Eve was the mother of all biological human life, but she was also
the mother (that is, the woman ancestor) of her Seed, the One who would bring life into the world.

Genesis 3:15 is certainly one of the most important verses in the whole Bible. It is a summary of both
the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament portrays the hostility between Eve and
her believing children, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, Satan and the men and women who
follow him rather than trust in God and His promise. The woman'’s Seed is present in the specific
ancestors of the Savior, men and women like Abraham and Sarah, Judah, Ruth, David and the kings
who followed him, and Zerubbabel. Finally, the woman’s Seed is conceived in the womb of the virgin
Mary and He begins His epic battle against Satan.

Jesus, the woman’s Seed, portrayed Satan as a strong man who is overcome by a stronger Man, namely,
Jesus Himself (Luke 11:18-22). Jesus overcame Satan’s temptations in the wilderness. Jesus drove out
every evil spirit that He encountered. And finally, the woman’s Seed won the war by defeating Satan
on Calvary. Jesus suffered a bruised heel on Calvary, but Satan had his head crushed. It is written:
“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the
same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and
release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14-
15). Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on the third day proved that He indeed was the Victor over sin,
Satan, and death.

The bruised heel refers to Jesus’ death, which was the only way Jesus could take away the devil’s power
over death. The entire New Testament speaks of the crucial battle on Calvary and its meaning for the
human race. The book of Revelation foretells the end of the war, when “the devil, who deceived them,
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are. And they
will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:10). On the other hand, those
trusting in the woman’s Seed will be permanently rescued from the devil and every temptation; they
will once again “have the right to the tree of life” (Revelation 22:14). “And there shall be no more
curse” (Revelation 22:3).

We cannot understand the world we live in if we do not grasp the truth of what God teaches us in the
first three chapters of Genesis. That is why we have spent so much time on these first three chapters.
These chapters are the foundation to everything else in the Scriptures. No doubt that is why Satan and
those who follow him in this world have done everything they can to discredit these chapters and call
them fiction or a fairy tale or mythology or poetry or anything other than the clear historical account
of what actually happened in the beginning. The prevailing worldview among most scholars, and even
many so-called Christian leaders, is that the origin of the world is best explained by the theory of
evolution rather than by the Biblical account of creation. But there is no real proof for the theory of
evolution, and, in fact, evolution can never be proved because no one was there to record it.
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Should we not rather believe the account of the One who was there, that is, God Himself, who
breathed into His prophet Moses the words of Genesis 1-3? If these chapters are removed from the
Bible, we may as well throw the rest of the Bible away also. The whole Bible is based on the truths
taught in these first three chapters of Genesis, and what is presented in these three chapters is
repeated and explained more fully in the rest of the Bible, even to the final chapters of Revelation.

Questions
1. What is the difference between time and eternity?
2. What did Jesus mean when He said to His enemies, “l am”?
3. List some differences between the world as it was at first and as it is now.
4. Why was it good that God gave Adam and Eve the command to not eat of that one tree?
5. What do we know about the origin of Satan?
6. How do we know that Satan was speaking through the serpent?
7. How does the Bible explain the difference between Eve’s sin and Adam’s sin?
8. In what way did Adam and Eve die on the day of their transgression?
9. How did the sin of Adam and Eve affect the rest of creation?
10. What was the plan of salvation that God devised in eternity?
11. How did God reveal this plan to Adam and Eve?
12. What perpetual battle would take place throughout history?
13. How can we be sure that Jesus is the woman’s Seed?
14. When will death be finally defeated totally and forever?

=
%21

. Why are the first three chapters of Genesis so important?
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Lesson 3 — From Adam to Abraham
(Genesis 1-11)

GENESIS

The word “genesis” means origin or beginning. It gives the history of the beginning of the world, the
beginning of sin, the beginning of the Promise, the beginning of God's chosen people of Israel.

Genesis is the first of the five books of Moses. These five books are sometimes called the Pentateuch
or the Torah, or simply the Law. Moses wrote these five books as one of the holy men of God who
spoke “as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

Jesus said plainly that Moses wrote these five books that attributed to him; He said to His opponents:
“If you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his
writings, how will you believe My words?” (John 5:46-47). This is important, for one of the modern
theories about the Pentateuch is that it was written by many different authors who lived at a much
later time than Moses.

After an introduction, Genesis is divided into ten sections, which are called toledoth (NT%in) in the
Hebrew language. In the New King James Version, this word is translated as “history” (Genesis 2:4;
Genesis 37:2) and “genealogy” (Genesis 5:1; Genesis 6:9; Genesis 10:1; Genesis 11:10; Genesis 11:27;
Genesis 25:12; Genesis 25:19; Genesis 36:1). These ten sections are unequal in length, and they devote
much more space to those persons who carry on the line of the Messiah. These are the ten sections
in order:

The history of the heavens and the earth (1:1-4:26) — including the account of the fall into sin and the
first promise

The genealogy of Adam (5:1-6:8) — including the ancestors of the Messiah from Adam to Noah

The genealogy of Noah (6:9-9:29) — including the account of the great universal flood

The genealogy of the sons of Noah (10:1-11:9) — including the table of nations and the Tower of Babel

The genealogy of Shem (11:10-26) — listing the Messianic line from Shem to Terah

The genealogy of Terah (11:27-25:11) — including the activities and promises associated with Abraham,
father of believers

The genealogy of Ishmael (25:12-25:18) — briefly summarizing Abraham's descendants through his son
Ishmael

The genealogy of Isaac (25:19-35:28) — including the early lives of his sons Jacob and Esau, and the
promise to Jacob

The genealogy of Esau (36:1-43) — listing the descendants of Esau called the Edomites

The history of Jacob (37:1-50:26) — centering especially on Jacob's sons Joseph and Judah

Notice that the first five sections deal with the history of the entire world. The last five sections,
however, deal exclusively with Abraham and his descendants, especially the ancestors of the Messiah.
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This section deals in particular with the three great patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel). We
hear very little in the Old Testament about the descendants of Ham or Japheth or even the
descendants of Shem outside of the children of Israel (Jacob). Notice that the twelve sons of Jacob
make up the twelve tribes of the children of Israel (the Israelites); their history is given to us in the rest
of the Old Testament books. Notice especially that even though Jacob favored Joseph and called
Joseph's two sons (Manasseh and Ephraim) his own sons, it was to his son Judah that the promise of
the Messiah was given. It is from Judah that the name Jew is derived and refers particularly to the
descendants of Jacob through Judah, although the other tribes are represented as well among the
Jews we know in the New Testament. The apostle Paul, for example, was from the tribe of Benjamin,
and Anna, the woman who rejoiced at Jesus' birth (Luke 2:36), was from the tribe of Asher.

We have no reliable written records of this early history besides the book of Genesis. This history was
transmitted orally from father to son through the course of many years. But God later chose Moses to
write down and give us the true and authentic account of creation and the events that followed. God
spoke to Moses face to face, and we can be sure that God gave Moses the words he wrote to give us
the only absolutely trustworthy account of creation, the fall into sin, the first promise, the universal
flood, and the lives of the great patriarchs. The New Testament shows us clearly that Jesus and His
apostles accepted Genesis as the very Word of God.

Among many so-called Christians today it is common to consider Genesis, especially the first eleven
chapters, as a myth or a legend, rather than as factual history. But there is no Biblical support for such
a view, and we must reject such ideas as part of Satan's attempt to create doubts in the minds of
believers, just as he created doubt in the mind of Eve. Satan lies through these so-called Bible experts,
just as he lied to Adam and Eve. May God preserve us from being fooled by these lies.

As we read Genesis, let us rejoice in God's promise of the woman's Seed (Jesus), in the Descendant
from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in whom all nations are blessed, namely, Jesus, the Christ, the
Messiah, “the Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Revelation 5:5).

Read and study the first eleven chapters of Genesis along with the notes below. Some verses are
followed by a blank. Find the verse or verses and fill in the blank with the correct reference. If you have
any questions about what you have read, please ask them.

Genesis 1 — The Creation of the World

Day No. 1: the creation of unorganized matter and light (vv. 1-5)

Notice: God created everything out of nothing by His Word (Hebrews 11:3).
Day No. 2: the creation of the firmament or sky, the division of waters (vv. 6-8)
Day No. 3: the creation of dry land and plant life (vv. 9-13)
Day No. 4: the creation of the heavenly bodies (vv. 14-19)

Day No. 5: the creation of fish and birds (vv. 20-23)

o U A W N

Day No. 6: the creation of land animals (vv. 24-25)
the creation of man and woman in God's image (vv. 26-31)
Notice: God created everything that now is, including ourselves, in these six days.

Notice: These are six ordinary, 24-hour days (see Exodus 20:11).

The Bible AlImanac: “The Biblical account makes it impossible for us to accept the modern theory
that human life evolved over millions of years.”

Genesis 2 — More Information on the Creation of Man

Day No. 7: the day of rest, the Sabbath (vv. 1-3)

13



The creation of Adam out of the dust of the ground (vv. 4-7)
Notice: God created man in a different way from the animals.

The Garden of Eden and the two special trees (vv. 8-17)
“In the day that you eat of it (the tree of the knowledge of good and evil) you shall surely die”
(v.

The creation of Eve out of Adam's rib (vv. 18-25)
Notice: This is God's institution of marriage for one man, one woman.

Genesis 3 — The Fall of Man, God's Punishment, and the Promise

Satan's successful temptation of Eve and Adam's disobedience (vv. 1-6)
Notice: This was Satan speaking. See Jn. 8:44, Rom. 16:20, 2 Cor. 11:3, Rev. 12:9.
Notice: The only other animal who spoke in Scripture is Balaam's donkey (see Num. 22:28).
Notice: Satan's method is to get Eve to distrust the goodness of God.

God's investigation and man's excuses (vv. 7-13)

God's judgment on Eve and Adam and Satan (vv. 14-24)
Notice: God's judgment on Satan is really the first Gospel Promise to fallen man.
Study especially Genesis 3:15. Whose head and whose heel are meant?

Genesis 4 — The Story of Cain and Abel and Seth

Cain kills his brother Abel and is punished (vv. 1-15).
For the difference between the offerings of Cain and Abel see Hebrews 11:14.

Cain's descendants become famous people:
city-builders, tent-dwellers, cattle-raisers, musicians, metal workers (vv. 16-24).

Seth takes Abel's place (vv. 25-26).

The Bible Almanac: “Eve thought that her firstborn son, Cain, was the one who would destroy
Satan and deliver them from the curse of sin and death.”
According to the Hebrew, Eve's words in Genesis 4:1 could be translated: “I have acquired a
man, the LORD.”

Genesis 5 — The Ten Generations from Adam to Noah

1 Adam, 2 Seth, 7 Enoch, 8 Methuselah (969 years), 10 Noah
Notice: Man lived long in those days in order to transmit the Gospel Promise.
Notice: Enoch was taken directly to heaven without dying as a Promise to all.

The Bible Almanac: “The length of Methuselah's life would put his death in the year of the Flood.”
He probably died shortly before the Flood.

Genesis 6 — The Days before the Great Flood

Man's increasing wickedness (vv. 1-5)
Notice: This was caused chiefly by intermarriage between Sethites and Cainites.
“Every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (v. __

God's threat of a universal Flood and His promise to Noah and his family to preserve them in the
ark (vv. 6-22)

Genesis 7 — The Story of the Universal Flood

Note: the flood was not local, as maintained by some, but covered the whole earth.

40 days of great rain, 150 days of prevailing waters
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“All flesh died that moved on the earth” (v.

Note: The Flood explains many things in nature that are otherwise without explanation: canyons,
rock formations, fossils, etc. If scientists accepted the Flood, they would greatly advance
in their understanding of this world.

Note: If a cubit equals 46 cm (18 inches), the measurement of the Ark would be 140 x 23 x 14
meters (450 x 75 x 45 feet); it would able to carry 40,000 to 50,000 tons — as much as over
500 standard railroad stock cars.

Based on the figures given in the Bible, the Flood occurred before 2600 BC.
The Bible Almanac: “The ark was large enough to hold all the varieties of animals that exist today.”
The Bible Almanac: “We get a total of 1,656 years from the time of Adam to the Flood.”

The Bible Almanac: “The Bible portrays a relatively young earth, in contrast to the millions of years
assumed in modern thought.”

Genesis 8 — The End of the Flood and God's Covenant with Noah

Yet “the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth” (v.

Genesis 9 — God Blesses Noah — The Rainbow — Ham's Sin — The Curse on Canaan

God blesses Noah (vv. 1-7).

God makes His rainbow promise to Noah and all creation (vv. 8-17).
“The waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh” (v.
Notice: It will be fire, not water, that destroys the world next time. See 2 Peter 3.

Ham's sin leads to Noah's prophecy concerning Shem, Ham, and Japheth (18-29).
Notice: The curse is not on Ham, but on Ham's son, Canaan. Just as Ham brought shame to his
father Noah, so Canaan shall bring shame on his father Ham.

Genesis 10 — The Table of Nations

Shem was the son who carried on the promise of the Savior. Abraham came from the descendants
of Shem.

Genesis 11 — The Tower of Babel and the Eleven Generations from Noah to Abraham

God confuses men's languages at Babel in order to scatter them (vv. 1-9).

The 11 generations from Noah to Abraham (or 12 according to Luke 3) (vv. 10-27)
1 Noah, 2 Shem, 3 Arphaxad, (4 Cainan), 5 Salah, 6 Eber, 7 Peleg (Tower of Babel?), 8 Reu,
9 Serug, 10 Nahor, 11 Terah, 12 Abram (later called Abraham)
Notice: The age of men has now greatly decreased.

Abram's family (vv. 28-32)

Questions

What evidence is there that the book of Genesis was written by Moses?

Why can we be sure that the days of Genesis 1 are ordinary days?

List differences between the Bible account of creation and the theories of evolution.
Why was Abel’s sacrifice accepted and Cain’s sacrifice was not accepted?

What does Cain's murder of Abel demonstrate about the human race?

What was true about man's heart both before and after the Flood?

What is God's promise to the world connect to the rainbow?

What can we learn from the table (list) of nations in Genesis 10?

What was sinful about the building of the Tower of Babel?
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 4 — Abraham, the Man Who Believed God
(Genesis 12-23)

Abraham

The Bible is full of references to Abraham, the man whom God called to be the ancestor of His chosen
people, the people who carried God’s promise of the Savior. The apostle Paul in his New Testament
letters speaks of Abraham as a model believer, as the father of believers:

“Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness” (Romans 4:3).

Abraham “did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith,
giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to
perform” (Romans 4:20-21).

Yet Abraham was not without sin. See for example Genesis 12:10-20 and Genesis 20.
Read Genesis chapters 12-23 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, please ask them.

Genesis 12 — God’s Call to Abram and His Great Promise

God calls Abram from Haran (and originally from Ur) and promises him great blessing (vv. 1-3).
“Get out of your country...to a land that | will show you” (v. __
“1 will make you a great nation” (v. __
“In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (v. __ This is a promise of JESUS.

Abram and Lot leave Haran and go to Canaan (vv. 4-9).
Notice: Abram is 75 years old at this time.

Abram goes to Egypt and lies about his wife Sarai (vv. 10-20).

Genesis 13 — Abram’s Unselfishness towards His Nephew Lot

Abram generously separates from his nephew Lot (vv. 1-13).

God renews His promise to Abram (vv. 14-18).
“1 will make your descendants as the dust of the earth” (v.

Genesis 14 — Abram’s War against Four Kings

Four kings make war against five kings, and Lot is taken captive (vv. 1-12).
Abram and his servants defeat the four kings (vv. 13-16).

The mysterious Melchizedek, God’s priest, blesses Abram (vv. 17-24).
Notice: Melchizedek is a picture of Christ (Psalm 110; Hebrews 5-7).

Genesis 15 — God Renews the Promise through an Unusual Ceremony

God renews His Promise to Abram, and Abram believes God (vv. 1-6).
“Count the stars... So shall your descendants be” (v.
“And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness” (v.
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God passes between the halves of dead animals as a sign of His Promise (vv. 7-21).
Note: Most covenants of those days were two-sided and both parties walked between the
animals; but God’s covenant with Abram was a one-sided covenant of grace.

God also prophesies the 400 years’ slavery of Abram’s children in Egypt (vv. 13-16).

Genesis 16 — Abram’s Son Ishmael through Haqgar, Sarai’s Maid

Notice: Abram is now 86 years old.

Genesis 17 — God Renews His Promise Again

Notice: Abram is now 99 years old.
God changes the names of Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah (vv. 1-8, vv. 15-16).
God establishes the rite of circumcision as a sign of His Promise (vv. 9-14, vv. 23-27).

God promises the birth of Isaac (which means “he laughs”) (vv. 17-22).

Genesis 18 — The Visit of the LORD (JESUS, Angel of God) and Two Angels with Abraham

Three men (!) visit Abraham and promise the birth of a son (vv. 1-15).
“Is anything too hard for the LORD?” (v. ___

Abraham pleads with the LORD Himself to spare Sodom and Gomorrah (vv. 16-33).

Genesis 19 — The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

God’s angels rescue Lot and his two daughters (vv. 1-22).

God destroys Sodom and Gomorrah with brimstone and fire (vv. 23-29).
Notice: The southern part of the Dead Sea now covers the sites of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Lot’s daughters are the ancestors of the Moabites and the Ammonites (vv. 30-38).

Genesis 20 — Abraham’s Second Lie about Sarah

His first lie is recorded in Genesis 12.

Genesis 21 — The Birth of Isaac

Notice: Abraham is now 100 years old.
Sarah, at the age of 90, brings forth her first son Isaac (vv. 1-8).

Abraham sends Hagar and Ishmael away, and they prosper (vv. 9-21).
The descendants of Ishmael are the Arabs; the Jews are descendants of Isaac.
Paul uses this account as an allegory in Galatians 4:21-31.

Abraham makes an agreement with Abimelech (vv. 22-34).

Genesis 22 — The Greatest Proof of Abraham’s Faith

God asks Abraham to sacrifice his son as proof of his faith (vv. 1-10).
Notice: While the Bible never points to it as such, this sacrifice of Isaac seems to be a picture
of God'’s sacrifice of Christ.
Notice: Abraham believed that if he sacrificed his only son, God would raise him from the dead
because it was through Isaac that God’s promised blessing (the Savior) was to come
(see Hebrews 11:17-19). And so, Abraham told his men: “Stay here with the donkey...
and we will come back to you” (v. __
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God sees Abraham’s faith and renews His Promise (vv. 11-19).
“1 will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the
seashore” (v.
“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (v.

News of Abraham’s relatives in Haran (vv. 20-24)

Genesis 23 — Sarah’s Death and Abraham’s Cemetery Purchase

Notice: Abraham’s purchase of the Cave of Machpelah shows his faith in God’s promise that the
land would be his.

Information on World Kingdoms During the Age of the Patriarchs and Following

The land God promised to Abraham and his seed was right between the two oldest known civilizations:
Egypt and Mesopotamia. The earliest recorded history from sources outside the Bible comes from
these two regions. These areas are where writing developed. The following dates are most probably
not accurate, but these are the dates historians give for these two ancient kingdoms:

Egypt:

Early Period (3200-2800 BC) — Dynasties | and Il — capital in Thebes, royal tombs, high level of
civilization

Old Kingdom (2800-2250 BC) — Dynasties IV-VI — the time of the great pyramids, Sphinx, religious texts

Decline and Recovery (2250-2000 BC) — Dynasties VII-XI — centralized power at Thebes

Middle Kingdom (2000-1780 BC) — Dynasty XIl — powerful central government, capitals at Memphis
and the Fayyum (Joseph in Egypt)

Decline and Occupation (1780-1546 BC) — Dynasties XIII-XVIl — Hyksos invaders, horse and chariot
(Israelites in Egypt)

New Kingdom (1546-1085 BC) — Dynasties XVIII-XX — (the Exodus from Egypt)

Mesopotamia:

Sumerian culture (2800-2400 BC) — cuneiform literature, royal tombs, first dynasty of Ur
Akkadian Supremacy (2360-2160 BC) — Sargon the Great

Third dynasty of Ur (2070-1950 BC)

First Babylonian Dynasty (1800-1500 BC) — Shamsiadad |, Hammurabi of Nineveh (1700 BC)
Old Hittite Empire (1600-1500 BC)

Mitanni Kingdom (1500-1370 BC)

New Hittite Empire (1375-1200 BC)

Rise of Assyria (1350-1200 BC)

Note: Diggings at Ur indicate that around 2000 BC Ur was a large city. Its temple tower was dedicated
to the moon god who was called “the beautiful Lord who shines in heaven”. We can therefore
understand why God wanted Abraham to leave this idolatrous city of his fathers.
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Approximate Dates of the Patriarchs:

Salah (2482-2049 BC) died at the age of 433

Eber (2452-1988 BC) died at the age of 462, four years after Abraham’s death
Peleg (2418-2179 BC) died at the age of 239; the earth was divided (Babel?)
Reu (2388-2149 BC) died at the age of 239

Serug (2356-2126 BC) died at the age of 230.

Nahor (2326-2178 BC) died at the age of 148

Terah (2297-2092 BC) died at the age of 205

Abraham (2167-1992 BC) died at the age of 175

Isaac (2067-1887 BC) died at the age of 180

Jacob (2007-1860 BC) died at the age of 147

Joseph (1916-1806 BC) died at the age of 110

Questions

Why is Abraham a model believer and called the father of believers?

How are all families of the earth blessed through Abraham and his family?

What did Abram do for Melchizedek? What did Melchizedek do for Abram?

Who walked between the dead animals in Genesis 15? Why is this important?

Why can we be sure that one of the men who visited Abraham was the Lord?

What was the sin of the residents of Sodom and Gomorrah?

List the similarities between the sacrifices of Isaac and Christ.

What is the big difference between the sacrifices of Isaac and Christ?

Why is it important that the land God chose for His people (Canaan) lies between the two most
prominent ancient civilizations: Babylon and Egypt?
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Lesson 5 — God’s Training of Isaac and Jacob
(Genesis 24-32)

God’s Training

Both Isaac, Abraham’s son, and Jacob, Abraham'’s grandson, had serious weaknesses that had to be
corrected by God’s training.

Isaac’s weakness was his desire to give the blessing of the firstborn to his favorite son Esau despite
God’s clear word that Jacob was to receive the blessing. God Himself overruled Isaac’s desires by
permitting him to be tricked by Jacob and Rebekah. Then Isaac knew his desires had been wrong, and
he repeated the full blessing to his son Jacob.

Jacob’s weakness was his tendency to try to gain God’s blessing by his own cleverness and deceit. God
trained him by letting his uncle Laban deceive and cheat him again and again until Jacob learned to
trust in God alone. Jacob’s lesson was finally learned when he wrestled with God and his name was
changed from Jacob (which means: “supplanter”) to Israel (which means: “he struggles with God” or
“prince with God”).

Read Genesis chapters 24-32 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, please ask them.

Genesis 24 — Finding a Wife for Isaac

Abraham sends his servant to Haran to fetch a wife for Isaac (vv. 1-9).
The servant puts his task into God’s hands (vv. 10-14).

God directs him to the beautiful Rebekah (vv. 15-49).

Bethuel, Laban, and Rebekah consent to God’s guiding (vv. 50-60).

Isaac meets Rebekah and loves her (vv. 61-67).

Genesis 25 — Abraham’s Death, Ishmael’s Family, the Birth of Twins

Abraham dies and is buried in the Cave of Machpelah (vv. 1-11).
Ishmael’s family (12-18)

Isaac and Rebekah have twin sons, Esau and Jacob (vv. 19-28).
Notice God’s promise: “The older (Esau) shall serve the younger (Jacob)” (v. ___ Then we
read: “Isaac loved Esau...but Rebekah loved Jacob” (v.

Esau sells to Jacob his rights as the firstborn (vv. 29-34).

Genesis 26 — Isaac’s Life

God renews the Promise to Isaac (vv. 1-5)
“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (v. __ —the Promise of JESUS.

Isaac repeats his father’s lie about his wife to Abimelech (vv. 6-11).

God blesses Isaac in his dealings with Abimelech of the Philistines (vv. 12-33).
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Esau marries heathen wives (vv. 34-35).

Genesis 27 — The Struggle between Esau and Jacob for God’s Blessing

Isaac decides to bless Esau, contrary to God’s will (vv. 1-5).

Rebekah and Jacob try to gain the blessing for Jacob by lies and deceit (vv. 6-29).
Isaac repents of his sin and repeats his blessing of Jacob (vv. 30-33).

Isaac blesses Esau with a lesser blessing (vv. 34-40).

Esau’s anger forces Jacob to leave home (vv. 41-46).

Genesis 28 — Jacob Receives the Promise Again

Isaac blesses Jacob before his departure (vv. 1-5)
“May God...give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your descendants” (vv.

Esau marries a new wife (vv. 6-9).

Jacob hears God’s promise in a dream at Bethel and vows to serve Him (vv. 10-22).
God’s Promise: “In your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (v.
Jacob’s vow: “I will surely give a tenth to You” (v. ____

Genesis 29 — The Tricky Jacob Is Tricked by Laban

Jacob meets Rachel and her father Laban (vv. 1-14).

Jacob serves 14 years for two wives, Leah and Rachel (vv. 15-30).
Notice: Rachel was Jacob’s choice, but Leah was God’s choice, as it was Leah who gave birth
to Judah through whom God'’s promised Savor, Jesus, would come.

The Lord gives four sons to Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah (vv. 31-35).

Genesis 30 — The Unholy Contest for Children between Rachel and Leah

Rachel’s maid Bilhah bears two sons: Dan, Naphtali (vv. 1-8).
Leah’s maid Zilpah bears two sons: Gad, Asher (vv. 9-13).

Rachel and Leah bargain for Jacob’s love, and Leah bears two more sons: Issachar, Zebulon (vv. 14-
21).

Rachel finally bears a son: Joseph (vv. 22-24).
God blesses Jacob in his dealings with Laban (vv. 25-43).

Genesis 31 — The Parting of Jacob from Laban

God directs Jacob to leave Laban and so he does (vv. 1-21).
God prevents Laban from harming Jacob (vv. 22-42).

Jacob and Laban make a treaty with each other (vv. 43-54).
Notice: Jacob now realizes that his success is due to the Lord’s blessing.

Genesis 32 —Jacob Becomes ISRAEL

Jacob prepares to meet Esau by plan and prayer (vv. 1-23).
Jacob’s prayer: “l am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which You
have shown Your servant... Deliver me, | pray, from the hand of my brother” (vv.

Jacob wrestles with God and receives the Promise by prayer (vv. 24-32).
Jacob says: “I will not let You go unless You bless me” (v. ____
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God says: “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel” (v.
Probable Dates:

Isaac was born in 2067 BC. His mother Sarah died when he was 37 years old. He married Rebekah
when he was 40. The twins Jacob and Esau were born to him when he was 60 years old. His father
Abraham died when Isaac was 75 and Abraham was 175 and Jacob and Esau were 15 years old. Jacob
and Esau were born in 2007 BC. Esau was married at the age of 40, but Jacob remained unmarried for
a time. Jacob was 77 years old when he deceived his blind father and stole Esau’s blessing. Jacob was
84 years old when he found himself married to two wives: Rachel and Leah. His eleventh son, Joseph,
was born when Jacob was 91. Six years later, when Jacob was 97, he left Laban and returned to Canaan,
the land of his fathers.

Questions

Why did Isaac prefer Esau over Jacob? How did this lead to sin on his part?
What was Jacob’s chief goal in the first part of his life?

How did his mother help him achieve this goal?

When did Isaac recognize that he had gone contrary to God’s will?

How did God comfort Jacob as he was fleeing from Esau?

How did Laban take advantage of Jacob over and over again?

What lesson did Jacob learn while he was working for Laban?

What problems arose because Jacob had two wives?

How did Jacob learn that he was wrestling with God?

10 What promise must we keep in mind as we read this portion of Scripture?
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Lesson 6 — How the Children of Israel Got to Egypt
(Genesis 33-45)

The Dangers in Canaan

God did not want the children of Jacob (Israel) to stay in Canaan because they might intermarry with
the wicked Canaanites and learn their wicked ways. Chapters 34, 35, 37, and 38 show how wicked and
adulterous Jacob’s sons were becoming in Canaan.

The Move to Egypt

God wanted the children of Israel to grow and increase as a separate nation in Egypt. The whole story
of Joseph is a story of how God used the wickedness of Joseph’s brothers, the wickedness of Potiphar’s
wife, and a terrible seven-years famine to bring about what He wanted: the success of Joseph in Egypt
as the Pharaoh’s prime minister and the move of Jacob’s whole family to Egypt under Joseph’s
protection.

Joseph later told his brothers: “God sent me before you...to save your lives by a great deliverance...
God...has made me a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt... Say to him (my father): ... You shall
dwell in the land of Goshen” (Genesis 45:7-10).

Since the children of Israel were shepherds and “every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians”
(Genesis 46:34), they lived separately from the Egyptians in the land of Goshen.

Read Genesis chapters 33-45 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, please ask them.

Genesis 33 — The Reconciliation of Jacob with Esau

Jacob and Esau meet in friendship (vv. 1-15).

Esau goes to Seir: Jacob goes to Succoth and then Shechem (vv. 16-20).

Genesis 34 — Trouble with the Canaanites on Account of Dinah, Jacob’s Daughter

Prince Shechem commits adultery with Dinah and then wants to marry her (vv. 1-12).

The heathen people of Shechem become circumcised so they can intermarry with Jacob and his
descendants (vv. 13-24).

Simeon and Levi destroy the male population of Shechem (vv. 25-31).

Genesis 35 — The Return of Jacob to Bethel

God renews the Promise to Jacob at Bethel (1-15).
Notice: God says: “Kings shall come from your body” (v. __. This points to JESUS.

Rachel dies in bearing Benjamin at Bethlehem (vv. 16-20).
Reuben commits adultery with Rachel’s maid Bilhah (vv. 21-26).

Isaac dies and is buried (vv. 27-29).
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Genesis 36 — Esau’s Family

Genesis 37 — God Sends Joseph to Egypt

Notice: Joseph is 17 years old at this time.

Joseph’s brothers hate him because he is his father’s favorite and because of his proud dreams (vv.
1-11).

Reuben prevents his brothers from killing Joseph; Joseph is thrown into a cistern (vv. 12-24).
Judah suggests the selling of Joseph into slavery, and it is done (vv. 25-28).

Joseph'’s brothers deceive their mourning father (vv. 29-36).

Genesis 38 — Judah’s Heathen Wife and Vile Adultery with His Own Daughter-in-Law

Genesis 39 — God Takes Care of Joseph in Eqypt

God blesses Joseph in Potiphar’s house (vv. 1-6).

Joseph’s refusal to commit adultery with Potiphar’s wife leads him to prison (vv. 7-20).
Joseph’s words to Potiphar’s wife: “How then can | do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?” (v. __These are words we can use in time of temptation.

God blesses Joseph in prison (vv. 21-23).

Genesis 40 — The Dreams of the Butler and Baker and Joseph’s God-Given Interpretation

God gives Joseph the interpretation of their two similar dreams (vv. 1-19).

Joseph’s interpretation proves true (vv. 20-23).

Genesis 41 — Joseph Becomes Second Ruler in Eqypt

The Pharaoh dreams strange dreams that no man can interpret (vv. 1-8).
God gives Joseph the interpretation of the Pharaoh’s dreams (vv. 9-36).

The Pharaoh appoints Joseph chief administrator of surplus food (vv. 37-49).
Joseph has two sons: Manasseh and Ephraim (vv. 50-52).

The seven years of famine begin (vv. 53-57).

Genesis 42 — Josephs’ Brothers’ First Journey to Eqgypt

Joseph'’s ten older brothers come to Egypt for food (vv. 1-13).

Joseph imprisons Simeon and orders the brothers to bring Benjamin the next time (vv. 14-28).
Notice: Joseph’s brothers in this crisis remember their sins against him. They say: “We are
truly guilty concerning our brother” (v.

The nine remaining brothers tell their father the bad news (vv. 29-38).

Genesis 43 — Joseph’s Brothers’ Second Journey to Eqypt

Judah promises to guarantee Benjamin safety and take responsibility for him; Jacob agrees to let
Benjamin go (vv. 1-14).

Joseph gives a feast for his brothers in his home and favors Benjamin (vv. 15-34).

Genesis 44 — The Change in Joseph’s Brothers

Joseph places his silver cup in Benjamin’s sack, and it is found there; yet all the brothers return to
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Egypt (vv. 1-13).
Notice: the brothers had every reason to be jealous of Benjamin (as they had been jealous of
Joseph) and they could easily have abandoned him when the cup was found in his
sack, but they did not. They had learned their lesson.

Judah pleads that he may take Benjamin’s place as Joseph’s servant (vv. 14-34).
Notice: Judah in this story is a type or picture of his descendant JESUS, who took our place
and even died for us.

Joseph remembered that his dreams from his youth showed that his entire family would one day
bow before him (see Genesis 42:9). The fulfillment of these dreams was now taking place.

Genesis 45 — Joseph Identifies Himself to His Father and Brothers

Joseph reveals himself to his brothers (vv. 1-15).
Joseph and the Pharaoh invite Jacob’s family to Egypt (vv. 16-24).

Jacob hears the good news (vv. 25-28).
Jacob says: “Joseph my son is still alive. | will go and see him before | die” (v. ____

Questions

What shows that the wickedness in Canaan was proving to be harmful to the Israelites?
Why was Jacob upset with the actions of Simeon and Levi?

Why did the place called Bethel have such important meaning for Jacob?
Why was there such hostility between Joseph and his older brothers?

How did God use the sins of Joseph’s brothers to accomplish His purpose?
What did Joseph say that we can all say in time of great temptation?

Why did the Pharaoh of Egypt make Joseph the second in command in Egypt?
Why did Joseph wait so long to reveal who he was to his brothers?

In what way did Judah show himself to be a picture of his descendant JESUS?
10 What did Joseph attempt to determine by giving extra food to Benjamin?

11. What was Jacob’s response to the news that Joseph was still alive?
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Lesson 7 — The Children of Israel in Egypt
(Genesis 46-50)

The Children of Israel in Egypt

From Joseph's death in 1806 BC until the birth of Moses in 1527 BC, there was a long period of 279
silent years. God did not speak to His people during this time, and they did not have a written Bible.
They had only the memory of God's last promise to Jacob in Beersheba (Genesis 46); Jacob's last words
to Joseph's sons (Genesis 48); Jacob's last words to his own sons, especially to Judah and Joseph
(Genesis 49); and the bones of Joseph to remind them of their glorious destiny as God's chosen people,
ancestors of the MESSIAH.

Read Genesis chapters 46-50 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, please ask them.

Genesis 46 — The Children of Israel Arrive in Eqypt

God renews the Promise to Jacob (or Israel) on his journey to Egypt (vv. 1-7).
“1 will make of you a great nation there...and | will also surely bring you up again” (vv.

A list of the names of Jacob's descendants (vv. 8-27).

Joseph sees his father Jacob (vv. 28-34).

Genesis 47 — Jacob's Seventeen Years in Eqypt

The Pharaoh gives Jacob's family the land of Goshen (vv. 1-12).
Joseph sets up regulations for the five remaining years of famine (vv. 13-26).
Jacob asks to be buried in Canaan, the land of his fathers (vv. 27-31).

Note: The children of Israel remained in Egypt for 430 years, from 1877 BC to the Exodus in 1447
BC.

Genesis 48 — Jacob Blesses Joseph's Two Sons

The younger son, Ephraim, receives a greater blessing than Manasseh, the older son.

Genesis 49 — Jacob Blesses His Sons and Dies

The three older sons had forfeited their blessing through their vile sins (vv. 1-7).

Jacob gives Judah the great Promise (vv. 8-12), even though Judah sinned greatly also.
“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until SHILOH
(the Rest-giver) comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people” (v. ____

Jacob blesses his other sons (vv. 13-28).
Jacob asks again to be buried in the cave of Machpelah, then he dies (vv. 29-33).

Note: Judah receives the promise of JESUS. Joseph receives a double physical blessing: his two
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, are counted as Jacob's own sons.
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Genesis 50 —Jacob's Burial and Joseph's Death and Burial

Joseph and his brothers bury Jacob in the cave of Machpelah (vv. 1-13).

Joseph reassures his frightened brothers (vv. 14-21).
“You meant evil against me; but God meant it for good” (v.

Joseph dies and is buried (vv. 22-26).
“You shall carry up my bones from here” (v. ____
Note: Joseph's bones were preserved, to be carried from Egypt to Canaan.

Questions

How did Jacob know that it was God's for him to move his family to Egypt?
How did the sad events in Joseph's life serve God's purpose for His people?
What promise did Jacob extend to his son Judah?

What was Joseph's last request concerning his bones?

What is the difference between Genesis 1-11 and the rest of the book?

Why do we have to be on guard against recent books written about Genesis?
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 8 —The Story of Job
(Job 1-42)

The Story of Job

Job probably lived about the same time as the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Perhaps he
received his knowledge of God from one of the old ancestors like Shem or Eber (Shem’s great
grandson).

The book of Job is the first book of poetry in the Bible. We do not know for sure when the book was
written, but most scholars believe it was probably written in the golden age of Israel: the age of David
and Solomon.

The story of Job is the story of a godly, believing man's sufferings and God's reasons for permitting
such sufferings.

Job's three friends argue that his suffering must be the result of some terrible sin on Job's part. But
Job maintains that he is innocent. He calls on God to show that he (Job) is right, and he complains
bitterly of God's treatment of him, which he considers unfair. But even though his faith is very weak at
times, Job continues to trust in God as his God.

After Job's three friends have nothing more to say, a young man Elihu speaks. Finally, the LORD Himself
comes down and reveals His almighty majesty, power, and wisdom. Strangely enough, God never does
tell Job why Job had to suffer. That is the way it is in our lives too: God the Creator does not give His
creature man all the reasons for His deeds.

When reading Job, it is important to look at who is speaking. At the end of the book, God condemns
the words of Job’s three friends, saying, “you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job
has” (42:7). One must not assume that the words of Eliphaz, Bildad or Zophar are correct. God does
not, however, condemn the words of Elihu.

Read as many of the chapters of Job as you can but read at least the first two chapters and the last two
chapters, and study the outline and notes below. If you have any questions about what you have read,
please ask them.

I. The Prologue (Chapters 1-2)
Job was a just and prosperous man of the East (1:1-5).
The LORD permits Satan to take away all Job has (1:6-12).
Four messengers report terrible losses to Job (1:13-19).

Job responds to his losses without cursing God (1:20-22).
“The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD” (v.

The LORD permits Satan to do anything to Job except kill him (2:1-6).

Job is struck with a terrible disease, but he does not yet complain (2:7-10).
Job's wife says: “Curse God and die” (v. __
Job says: “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” (v.
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Job's three friends come to comfort him (2:11-13).

Job's Complaint (Chapter 3) — “May the day perish on which | was born” (v. __

lll. The Speeches of Job's Three Friends and Job's Replies (Chapters 4-31)

VI.

Eliphaz' first speech and Job's reply (Chapters 4-7)

Bildad's first speech and Job's reply (Chapters 8-10)
Bildad: “The hope of the hypocrite shall perish” (8:____

Zophar's first speech and Job's reply (Chapters 11-14)
Job: “You forgers of lies, you are all worthless physicians” (13:__

Eliphaz' second speech and Job's reply (Chapters 15-17)
Job: “Miserable comforters are you all!” (16:___

Bildad's second speech and Job's reply (Chapters 18-19)
Job: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; ...in my flesh |
shall see God, whom I shall see for myself” (19:

Zophar's second speech and Job's reply (Chapters 20-21)

Eliphaz' third speech and Job's reply (Chapters 22-24)
Eliphaz: “Is not your wickedness great? ... If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up”
(22:

Bildad's third speech and Job's reply (Chapters 25-31)
Job recalls God's blessings on him in the past and defends his own innocence.

Note: Zophar has nothing to say in this third round of speeches.

The Speeches of Elihu, the Young Man (Chapters 32-37)

Elihu: “If there is...a mediator, ...then He is gracious to him, and says: ‘Deliver him from going
down to the Pit; | have found a ransom.”” (33:

The LORD Speaks to Job, and Job Confesses His Sin (Chapters 38-42:6)

The LORD's first speech (chapters 38-39).
“Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth?” (38:___

Job's reply (40:1-5).
“Behold, | am vile; what shall | answer You?” (v.

The LORD's second speech (40:6-41:34).
“Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?” (40:
“Have you an arm like God?” (If so), “then | will also confess to you that your own right hand
can save you” (40:
Notice: God points out two of His creatures: behemoth and leviathan (dinosaurs?).

Job's reply (42:1-6).
“l abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (42:

Epilogue in Prose (Chapter 42:7-17)

The LORD condemns Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, saying to them: “You have not spoken of Me
what is right, as My servant Job has” (42:___

Notice that God does not condemn the words of Elihu.
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The LORD blesses Job with prosperity, “twice as much as he had before” (42:____

Notice: Job lived for 140 years after this terrible experience in his life.

Questions

30
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What is the theme or main idea of the book of Job?

What was the false idea of Job's three friends?

Why should we be cautious quoting the words of Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar?
How was Elihu different from Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar?

How did Job reveal that he was still holding on to God's promises?

Why did God describe to Job the two creatures behemoth and leviathan?
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Lesson 9 — The LORD Frees His People from Slavery in Egypt
(Exodus 1-18)

The Great Exodus

EXODUS is the second Moses' five books. The word “exodus” means “journey out”. The account of God
leading His people out of slavery in Egypt is in many ways a picture of Jesus Christ and His work, for
God brought His chosen people out of slavery by:

1) sending a deliverer or savior.
2) by the sacrifice of an unblemished Passover Lamb.
3) by the conquest of the world's mightiest ruler and his armies at the Red Sea.

After God freed His people, He took care of them in the wilderness by providing water from rocks,
manna from heaven, quails for meat, and by protecting them from their enemies.

In a similar way, our Lord Jesus, as our Savior, has delivered us from sin, death, and the power of the
devil by giving Himself as a sacrifice; He is the perfect unblemished Lamb of God. He defeated the devil
by His death and resurrection and now takes care of His people as we travel through the wilderness of
this life on our way to the promised land.

Moses the Deliverer

God saved Moses as a baby from the Egyptians and caused him to be brought up in the Pharaoh's
court. When Moses was 40 years old, he tried to deliver his people in his own way and had to flee from
Egypt to Midian. When he was 80 years old, God called him at the burning bush to deliver His people.
This time he did not depend on his own strength but trusted in the LORD in all things. God spoke to
Moses as to a friend and gave him the power to do miracles. Moses is a picture of Jesus Christ, the
Savior of all people enslaved to sin.

Pharaoh the Enemy

The Pharaohs of Egypt were the world's mightiest rulers at the time of Moses. Most likely Moses was
raised under Thutmose Ill (1482-1450 BC) and lead the Israelites out of Egypt when Amenhotep Il
reigned (1452-1425BC). But since Amenhotep hardened himself in pride against God, God Himself
finally hardened Pharaoh's heart so that he would not let the children of Israel go. But God overthrew
him through the ten plagues and the disaster at the Red Sea. This was a picture of how our Lord
overthrew Satan on Easter by His glorious resurrection.

Egyptian History

We cannot be absolutely sure whether the following timeline is totally accurate, but this is what some
Christians who study Egyptian history believe is most likely: The great pyramids in Egypt were
constructed in the Old Kingdom between the time of the flood and the time of Abraham. Joseph's rise
to power in Egypt came during the period of Egypt's Middle Kingdom. After the death of Joseph and
while the Israelites were still in Goshen, Egypt was overrun by Asiatic invaders known as Hyksos who
entered around 1730 BC and they ruled Egypt until they were expelled by Pharaoh Ahmosis | around
1570 BC. After the Hyksos were driven out, the Egyptians entered their empire period. This is when
the new Egyptian Pharaohs took over and the children of Israel became slaves. This is known as Egypt's
New Kingdom. During this time Egypt conquered territory all the way north to the Euphrates River.
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It seems that the slavery of the Israelites reached its worst degree of oppression under the mighty
Pharaoh Thutmose Il (1482-1450 BC). His prime minister, Rekhmire, carried out great building projects
during this time. The tomb of Rekhmire has a picture of him inspecting stonecutters, brickmakers, and
builders who worked under him. The taskmaster in the picture says: “The rod is in my hand; be not
idle.” The princess who adopted the baby Moses could have been Hatshepsut. She held power before
Thutmose lIl. The Pharaoh who hardened his heart was probably Amenhotep Il (1452-1425 BC)*. The
historical records indicate that Amenhotep Il regarded himself as invincible.

Read Exodus chapters 1-18 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, please ask them.
Exodus 1 — Slaves in Eqypt

The children of Israel multiply and increase as God has promised (vv. 1-7).

The Pharaoh enslaves them and vainly tried to exterminate them (vv. 8-22).

Exodus 2 — God Sends a Deliverer

Moses is born and grows up in the Pharaoh's house (vv. 1-10).
Acts 7:22: “Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.”

Moses tries to deliver his people in his own way and must flee to Midian (vv. 11-22).

God plans to deliver His people (vv. 23-25).

Exodus 3 — God Calls Moses to Deliver His People

The Angel of the LORD (JESUS) appears in a burning bush, and calls Moses to be the deliverer of
His people (vv. 1-10).

God tells Moses His name (I AM) and tells him how He will deliver His people (vv. 11-22).

Exodus 4 — God Overcomes Moses' Excuses and Moses Begins His Work

To overcome his objections, God gives Moses several signs and a spokesman, his brother Aaron
(vv. 1-17).

Moses leaves his home in Midian (vv. 18-23).
God forces Moses to circumcise his second son (vv. 24-26).

The children of Israel believe Moses and Aaron (vv. 27-31).

Exodus 5 — Moses' First Efforts Lead to Worse Treatment of Israel

Exodus 6 — God Renews the Promise of Abraham to Israel

God encourages Moses with His Great Promise (vv. 1-13).
“1 will rescue you from their bondage” (v. __
“l will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments” (v. __
“1 will take you as My people, and | will be your God” (v. __
“1 will bring you into the land which | swore to give to Abraham” (v. __
“l am the LORD” (wv.

The families of Reuben, Simeon, and Levi (vv. 14-30).

Exodus 7 — The Beginning of God's Mighty Works: Plague #1

Moses and Aaron change their rod into a snake, but Pharaoh hardens his heart (vv. 1-13).

! Tutankhamun (King Tut), whose tomb was discovered in 1922, ruled later: from 1366 to 1357 BC. His tomb is
the only tomb of a Pharaoh that has been discovered that still contained all of its treasures, including a coffin of
solid gold. King Tut became king when he was 8 or 9 years old, and he ruled for only nine years.
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Plague #1: the Nile turns to blood (vv. 14-25).

Exodus 8 — Three More Plagues

Plague #2: the frogs (vv. 1-15).
Plague #3: the lice (vv. 16-19). The magicians now say: “This is the finger of God” (v. ____
Plague #4: the flies (vv. 20-32). This plague and those following did not affect Goshen.

Exodus 9 — Three More Plagues

Plague #5: the livestock disease (vv. 1-7).
Plague #6: the boils (vv. 8-12). Notice that now God hardens Pharaoh's heart.
Plague #7: the hail (vv. 13-35).

Exodus 10 — Two More Plagues

Plague #8: the locusts (vv. 1-20).
Plague #9: the darkness that can be felt (vv. 21-29).

Exodus 11 — God Announces Plague #10: the Death of the First Born

Exodus 12 — The Passover and Plague #10

God gives Israel instructions concerning the Passover Lamb (vv. 1-28).

God sends Plague #10 and the Pharaoh sends Israel away (vv. 29-51).

Exodus 13 — Further Passover Instructions and the Beginning of the Journey Out: EXODUS

God gives regulations concerning the Passover and the first born (vv. 1-16).

God leads His people by a pillar of fire and a pillar of cloud (vv. 17-22).

Exodus 14 — VICTORY over the Pursuing Egyptians at the Red Sea

Exodus 15 — From the Red Sea to Elim

Moses and Miriam and Israel sing a song of praise to God (vv. 1-21).

Israel journeys from the Red Sea to Marah (which means “bitter”) to the oasis Elim (vv. 22-27).

Exodus 16 — God Provides Manna and Quails in the Wilderness

Despite the people’s grumbling, God graciously (and miraculously) provided for the Israelites?.

Notice: God gave the Sabbath to the people for their benefit (v. 29). See Jesus’ words in Mark 2:27.

Exodus 17 — God Provides Water in Rephidim and Victory over the Amalekites

Exodus 18 — Moses' Father-in-Law Jethro Gives Moses Some Good Advice

2 Numbers chapter 11 tells of a second time when the Israelites complained to God and wanted meat.
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Questions
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List some of the similarities between how God delivered the Israelites from slavery and how
He has delivered us from sin and death.

Why was Moses reluctant to carry out the work God commanded him to do?

Why might God have wanted to kill Moses?

What were the miraculous signs that Moses was given power to perform?

How did the Israelites receive Moses when he first came to them?

Why did many Israelites grumble against Moses after he spoke to Pharaoh?

What do the ten plagues teach us about God?

What is meant when the Bible says God hardened Pharaoh's heart?

Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?

. List the rules God gave His people regarding the Passover Lamb.

. In what way is the Passover Lamb a picture of Jesus, the Lamb of God?
. How did God provide for His people in the wilderness?

. What good advice did Moses receive from his father-in-law?
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Lesson 10 — The Lord Makes a Covenant with His People at Mount Sinai
(Exodus 19-40)

The Covenant of Grace and the Covenant of Law

God had made a covenant of grace with all men already in Genesis 3:15 when He promised the
woman’s Seed (JESUS) to defeat Satan. God made a covenant of grace with Abraham in Genesis 15
when He passed through the halves of dead animals as a smoking oven and a burning torch. This was
a one-sided covenant of grace in which God alone made promises. This covenant of grace was fulfilled
when Jesus came and carried out His work of redeeming the world. We are living under this covenant
of grace still today, for God forgives our sins for Christ’s sake by pure grace, that is, by His love that is
totally undeserved by us.

God also made a special covenant of law with His chosen people of Israel. This was a two-sided
covenant in which both God and the children of Israel made promises. This covenant was a temporary
covenant with the children of Israel. It served as a mirror to show them their sins, as a hedge to
separate them from other nations, and as a shadow to picture the coming of their Savior. The two-
sided nature of this covenant is illustrated by the fact that half of the blood of the covenant sacrifice
was sprinkled on God’s altar and the other half was sprinkled on the people (Exodus 24).

When the children of Israel broke the covenant of law (which they often did), their only hope was to
remember the covenant of grace that God had made with Abraham and his children over 400 years
earlier. In Leviticus 26:40-44 God said: “If they confess their iniquity..., then | will remember My
covenant with Jacob, and My covenant with Isaac and My covenant with Abraham | will remember...
I will not cast them away, nor shall | abhor them, to utterly destroy them and break My covenant
with them; for | am the LORD their God.”

The laws God gave to Israel can be divided into three kinds: moral law, ceremonial law, and civic law.
God’s moral law is summarized in the Ten Commandments, and it is repeated in the New Testament.
It is still God’s standard for our behavior today. But the ceremonial and civic laws were intended only
for the Israelites, and we are not obligated to observe them. For example, we are not obligated to keep
the laws concerning sacrifices or food or even the sabbath. For us, God’s moral law serves three
purposes: as a curb to be used to beat down our sinful flesh, as a mirror to show us our sins, and as a
standard of behavior so that we know what is God-pleasing and what is not God-pleasing.

When we transgress God’s moral law (as we do every day), our only hope is God’s covenant of grace
in Christ Jesus. We cannot be saved by our obedience to God’s law, but only by Christ’s perfect
obedience in our place. Christ was obedient even to the point of taking our punishment in our place
on the cross.

Read Exodus chapters 19-40 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, please ask them.

Exodus 19 - The LORD Appears in Smoke and Fire on Mount Sinai

The LORD through Moses prepared His people for His covenant (vv. 1-8).
“If you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure
to Me above all people... You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (vv. __
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The LORD through Moses commands His people to prepare for His appearance (vv. 9-15).

The LORD appears in great glory on Mount Sinai (vv. 16-25).
“thunderings and lightnings, a thick cloud, the sound of the trumpet, all the people
trembled, like the smoke of a furnace, the whole mountain quaked greatly” (v.

Exodus 20 - The Ten Commandments (Words) of God from Mount Sinai

The LORD Himself speaks the ten commandments (literally “words”, see Exodus 34:28) (vv. 1-17).

His introduction: “l am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage” (v. __

Commandment One:  “You shall have no other gods before Me” (v. __
Commandment Two:  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain” (v. __
Commandment Three: “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy” (v. __

The first three commandments are the First Table of the Law;
they are summed up in the command: LOVE GOD.

Commandment Four: “You shall honor your father and your mother that it may be well
with you and you may live long on the earth” (v.

Commandment Five:  “You shall not murder” (v.

Commandment Six: “You shall not commit adultery” (v.

Commandment Seven: “You shall not steal” (v.

Commandment Eight: “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor” (v.
Commandment Nine:  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house” (v.

Commandment Ten: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his workers, nor his
animals, nor anything that is your neighbor’s” (v.

The last seven commandments are the Second Table of the Law;
they summed up in the command: LOVE NEIGHBOR.

Notice: The Bible does not indicate which is the First Commandment, and which is the Second,
etc. Different groups number them in different ways. This makes no difference in their
meaning or force.

The children of Israel are afraid of God’s voice (vv. 18-21).
“Let not God speak with us, lest we die” (v.

God begins to give Moses “the book of the covenant” (vv. 22-26, see Exodus 24:7).

Exodus 21-23 - God Gives Moses the Book of the Covenant

This includes rules of worship, slavery, murder, theft, feast days, etc.

God repeats to Moses the promise concerning the land of Canaan (23:20-33).
“1 will deliver the inhabitants of the land (Canaan) into your hand” (v. ____
“If you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare toyou” (v.

Exodus 24 - God Establishes with Israel the Two-Sided Covenant of Law

God summons Moses and the elders to Him (vv. 1-2) and they come to God in v. 9.
Moses announces the words of the covenant, and the people promise to keep it (v. 3).

Moses writes the book of the covenant and prepares sacrifices (vv. 4-5).
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Moses reads the book of the covenant and sprinkles the blood on both the altar and the people,
which shows that the covenant is a two-sided covenant between God and the people (vv. 6-8).

Moses and the 70 elders see God and eat and drink with Him (vv. 9-11).

Moses goes into the cloud of Mt. Sinai for forty days (vv. 12-18).
Notice: It seems that Moses waited 6 days before God spoke to him (v. 16).
“The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire” (v.

Exodus 25-31 — Moses’ First Forty Days with the LORD

The materials needed for God’s sanctuary (also called “tabernacle”) (25:1-9).

Plans for the ark of the covenant, the rings, the poles, the mercy seat (25:10-23).

Plans for the table for the showbread, the rings, the poles, the dishes (25:23-30).

Plans for the lampstand, the seven lamps, the wick-trimmers (25:31-40).

Plans for the linen curtains, the goats’ hair curtains, boards, and bars (26:1-30).

Plans for the veil between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies) (26:31-37).
Plans for the altar, pans, shovels, basins, forks, poles (27:1-8).

Plans for the court, the hangings, the pillars, the sockets (27:9-19).

Regulations for the olive oil for the lamp (27:20-21).

Patterns for the priests’ clothes: breastplate, ephod, robe, tunic, turban (28:1-43).
Regulations for the consecration of the priests (29:1-37).

Regulations for the two daily burnt offerings (29:38-46).

Plans for the altar of incense (30:1-10).

Regulations for the regular tabernacle payment (30:11-16).
Plans for the laver (basin) for washing (30:17-21).

The recipe for the anointing oil (30:22-33).

The recipe for incense (30:34-38).

God’s choice of artisans or craftsmen: Bezalel and Oholiab (31:1-11).
Regulations of the Sabbath (31:12-17).

The two tablets of stone “written with the finger of God” (31:____

Exodus 32 — Israel’s Great Idolatry and God’s Judgment

The Israelites under Aaron’s leadership picture the LORD as a golden calf in false worship (vv. 1-6).
1 Corinthians 10:7: “And do not become idolaters as were some of them.”

Moses pleads with God to forgive His people (vv. 7-14).
Moses is angry with the Israelites and with Aaron (vv. 15-24).
The sons of Levi kill 3,000 unrestrained Israelites (vv. 25-29).

Moses offers to substitute himself for sinful Israel (vv. 30-35).

Exodus 33 — Israel’s Repentance and the LORD’s Gracious Promise

The Israelites repent of their great sin (vv. 1-11).
“All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people
rose and worshiped” (v.
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The LORD promises to lead His people again (vv. 12-17).
The LORD promises to show Moses His back, but not His face (vv. 18-23).

Exodus 34 — The LORD Renews His Covenant with Israel (the second period of forty days)

The LORD proclaims His gracious name to Moses (vv. 1-9).
“The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering” (v. __

The LORD repeats His covenant with Israel, rewriting the ten words (vv. 10-28).

Moses’ face shines with God’s glory on his return from Mt. Sinai (vv. 29-35).

Exodus 35-39 — The Israelites Gladly and Willingly Build the Tabernacle

Exodus 40 — God Himself Enters the Tabernacle in Glory

“The glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle” (v. ____

“The cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night” (v.

Questions

What is the difference between the covenant of grace and the covenant of law?
By which covenant were Israelites saved? Why is this so?
Which laws that God gave to the Israelites no longer apply to us?
For what purpose did God give the Israelites the covenant of law?
What outward signs accompanied God’s giving of His law?
How did the people react to God’s voice speaking His law?
What is meant by the two tablets (tables) of the law?
What did God reveal to Moses during his forty days on Mt. Sinai?
What sin did the people commit while Moses was on the mountain?
. What was Moses’ reaction to the sin of the people?
. What was the name God revealed to Moses as He passed by?
. If you can, locate an illustration of the priests’ clothing and study it.
. If you can, locate an illustration of the layout of the tabernacle and study it.
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 11 — From the Glory of Mount Sinai to the Judgment at Kadesh-Barnea
(Leviticus; Numbers 1-14)

LEVITICUS

After God moved into the tabernacle which He designed for Himself, He gave His people all kinds of
regulations concerning their worship. Many of these laws are in the book of Leviticus, which comes
from the word Levite. The Levites were the sons of Levi. God accepted them as the substitutes of the
firstborn in Israel. They were responsible for the care of the tabernacle and the worship in it and
sacrifices that took place there under the direction of the priests.

The first section of Leviticus (chapters 1-16) tells Israel how they are to approach God: with sacrifices
for sin. Today also we can approach God only through the sacrifice of the Lamb of God, JESUS CHRIST.

The second section (chapters 17-27) tells how they are to serve God in holiness of living. Today also
we are to lead holy lives as God’s purchased people. We belong to God, for we have been bought with
a price, the blood of the Lamb of God, JESUS CHRIST.

The best commentary on the meaning of the Levitical sacrifices is found in the New Testament letter
to the Hebrews. Hebrews explains that these Old Testament ceremonial laws are “obsolete” for us
New Testament Christians (Hebrews 8:13). Colossians 2:16-17 explains that these ceremonial laws all
pointed to Christ, our sacrifice: “So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or
a new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.”

Therefore, Luther’s Large Catechism declares: “According to its outward meaning, this commandment
[the Third Commandment] does not concern us Christians. It is an entirely external matter, like the
other regulations of the Old Testament associated with particular customs, persons, times, and places,
from all of which we are now set free through Christ” (Book of Concord, Kolb-Wengert Edition, p. 397).

Skim the chapters of Leviticus using the notes below and read chapters 12 and 16 in detail. If you have
any questions, please ask them.

Leviticus 1-7 — The Various Kinds of Sacrifices

The Burnt Offering: bloody, twice daily, all but the blood is burnt — chapter 1 and 6:8-11.
For us today: “l beseech you...that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1).

The Grain Offering: unbloody, partly burnt, partly eaten by the priests — chapter 2 and 6:14-
18.

The Peace Offering: bloody, free will offering given in thanksgiving, partly burnt, partly eaten
by priests and those making the offering — chapter 3 and 7:11-21, 28-36.

The Sin Offering: bloody, restored relationship with God broken because of sin, offered for
individual sins and for the sins of the people, as on Yom Kippur (Day of
Atonement) — chapter 4 and 6:24-30.

The Trespass Offering: bloody, for restoring the relationship with God broken through some sin
— chapters 5, 6:1-7, and 7:1-10.
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Chapters 1-5 describe the offerings to the people of Israel who will offer them. In general, chapters
6 and 7 give detailed instructions for the priests to follow when they make the offerings. Chapter
7:22-27, however, warns the people not to eat the fat of animals that are offered to God or any
blood.

Leviticus 8-10 — The Priests (Aaron’s family) Are Sanctified and Offer Up the First Sacrifices

Note: Aaron’s two oldest sons, Nadab and Abihu, were killed because they disobeyed God.
“So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they died” (10:___

Leviticus 11-15 — The Worshipers Must Approach God in Holiness

The worshipers must eat only clean food (chapter 11) — The Law served as a hedge.

The women who have borne children must be purified (chapter 12) — Like Jesus’ mother Mary, for
example (Luke 2:22-24).

Those who are lepers are unclean (chapters 13-14) — They had to cry: “Unclean! Unclean!” and
live alone outside the camp (13:45-46).

Men and women must be sexually clean before they approach God (chapter 15).

Leviticus 16 — The Great Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) — A Picture of Christ’s Atonement

The five sacrificial victims that were to be offered to God (vv. 1-11):
1. Avyoung bull for a sin offering for the high priest
2. Aram for a burnt offering for the high priest
3. A male goat for a sin offering for the people (for the LORD), to be killed
4. A male goat for a sin offering for the people (for Azazel), the scapegoat
5. Aram for a burnt offering for the people

God’s instructions for the various offerings such as fasting, once a year only, entrance into the Holy
of Holies by the high priest, the sprinkling of the blood (vv. 12-34).

Note: Hebrews chapter 9 compares this ceremony with Christ’s one-time sacrifice.

Leviticus 17-25 — God’s Requlations for Holiness of Living
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Personal holiness: “You shall be holy, for | the LORD your God am holy” (19:__ 20:____
Holiness regarding blood — No eating of blood (17:10-14, 19:26).

Holiness in the family — No nudity or fornication (chapter 18, 20:10-21).

Holiness with the neighbors (19:9-18).

Holiness of the priests (chapters 21 and 22).

The holy feasts:
Sabbath (23:3).
Passover and Unleavened Bread (23:4-7).
Fest of First Fruits (barley harvest) (23:9-14).
The Feast of Weeks, Pentecost — “fifty days” — (grain harvest) (23:15-21).
Feast of Trumpets (23:22-25).
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) (23:26-32).
Feast of Tabernacles (23:33-43) — “when you have gathered in the fruit of the land” (23:____

The holy oil for the lamps (24:1-4).
The holy bread (24:5-9).



The holiness of the name of God (24:10-16) — the one who “blasphemed the name of the LORD”
was killed.

Year of Jubilee — “that fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you” (25:_

Leviticus 26 — The Blessings of Obedience and the Curses of Disobedience

If they transgressed God’s covenant of Law, they could appeal to God’s covenant of grace (vv. 40-
45).

Leviticus 27 — Requlations Concerning Voluntary Vows

NUMBERS

The book of Numbers contains the account of the journey of God’s people from Mt. Sinai to the borders
of the Promised Land. When the twelve spies returned from the land, the people did not trust in God
to give it to them, so this journey ended up taking 38 years instead of just one year.

The book is called Numbers because it begins with a census of the people.
Read Numbers 6-14 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, ask them.

Numbers 1-4 — The Counting of the Tribes and the Appointment of the Levites

The total count of fighting men was 603,550. The total number in Israel (including women and
children) must have been 2 or 3 million.

God specified the order the Israelites were to camp around the tent of meeting and the order in
which they were to break camp (chapter 2).

God assigned duties to the three branches of the Levites: Gershon, Kohath, Merari (chapter 4).

Numbers 5-10 — The Last Preparations before Leaving Mount Sinai

The sixth chapter includes the Law of the Nazarite and the Aaronic blessing:
The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace (6:

Moses “heard the voice of One speaking to him from above the mercy seat” (7:____

The Israelites celebrate the second Passover and God gives the signals for marching (chapters 9
and 10).

Moses invites Hobab, son of his father-in-law Jethro (Reuel), to join the Israelites on their journey
— “Come with us, and we will treat you well; for the LORD has promised good things” (10:____

Numbers 11 — God Judges His Complaining People at Kibrothhattaavah

Because of the complaining, God sends fire into the camp (vv. 1-3).
The mixed multitude and the Israelites complain about the manna (vv. 4-9).
Moses receives 70 helpers in answer to his prayer (vv. 10-30).

God sends quails, but also a plague with the quails, and many die (vv. 31-35).

Numbers 12 — God Judges the Envy of Miriam and Aaron at Hazeroth

God defends His servant Moses from the envy of Aaron and Miriam (vv. 1-9)
“I speak with him [Moses] face to face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings” (v. __

God strikes Miriam with leprosy for seven days (vv. 10-16).
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Numbers 13 — The Journey and Report of the Twelve Spies

Moses sends twelve spies to the Promised Land (vv. 1-24).

The spies report a good land, but ten of them speak of giants and walled cities (vv. 25-33).
But Caleb says: “Let us go up at once and take possession” (v. ____ Joshua agrees.

Numbers 14 — God Judges His Unbelieving People with the Wilderness Wandering of 40 Years

Israel rebels against Moses, Joshua, Caleb, and the LORD (vv. 1-10).
The people said: “Let us select a leader and return to Egypt.”
Joshua and Caleb said: “The LORD is with us. Do not fear them.”
When the people wanted to stone them, “the glory of the LORD appeared” (v.

Moses prays that God will not destroy His people (vv. 11-19).
“Pardon the iniquity of this people...according to the greatness of Your mercy” (v.

God declares that no adults shall see the Promised Land except Joshua and Caleb (vv. 20-39).
“Your little ones...I will bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised... You
shall bear your guilt...forty years.” (v.

Now some Israelites want to take the land at once, but they are defeated (vv. 40-45).

Questions

In what way do the sacrifices commanded in Leviticus point to Jesus Christ?
What do we learn from the account of Nadab and Abihu?

What procedure was followed with respect to the scapegoat?

How is the scapegoat a picture of Jesus Christ?

Why do we today not observe all the festivals mentioned in Leviticus?

How does the Aaronic blessing hint that God is a Trinity?

For what purpose did God choose 70 helpers for Moses?

What was the sin of Aaron and Miriam? How did God handle their sin?
What was the report of the majority of the twelve spies? Why was it sinful?
10 How did the minority show the proper spirit?

11. What was God’s judgment on the people because of their unbelief?
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 12 — From Kadesh Barnea to the Banks of the Jordan River
(Numbers 15-36)

God’s Repeated Judgments on Israel’s Unbelief

From the time when God’s give of the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai until when the children of Israel
reached the Jordan River, we can list twelve distinct acts of unbelief and disobedience:

the golden calf (Exodus 32)

the profane fire of Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10:1-5)

the blasphemy against the LORD’s name (Leviticus 24:10-16)
the complaining at Kibroth hattaavah (Numbers 11)

the envy of Miriam and Aaron (Numbers 12)

the great rebellion at Kadesh Barnea after the report of the spies (Numbers 13-14)
the picking of sticks on the Sabbath (Numbers 15:32-36)

the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Numbers 16:1-40)
the continued rebellion on the next day (Numbers 16:40-50)
10 the unbelief of Moses and Aaron at Meribah (Numbers 20:1-13)
11. the fiery snakes near the land of Edom (Numbers 21:4-9)

12. adultery and idolatry with the Moabites (Numbers 25)

RNV AWM R

God’s Repeated Promises of Grace and the Beginning of Their Fulfillment

God kept His promises and saved His people despite their sins. These promises were even repeated
and expanded by a heathen sorcerer, Balaam, whom King Balak of Moab had hired to curse Israel.

Israel’s final victory over the Canaanites was assured by preliminary victories over Sihon, king of
Heshbon, over Og, king of Bashan, and over the Midianites. Israel was forbidden to fight against Edom,
Moab, and Ammon, however.

Before the crossing of the Jordan River into Canaan, 2% tribes already received their inheritance on
the east side of the Jordan: Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh.

Read Numbers 15-36 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, ask them.

Numbers 15 — Various Laws Concerning Sacrifices

A man who gathered sticks on the Sabbath was stoned to death (vv. 32-36).

Numbers 16 — The Three Days of Great Rebellion (Korah, Dathan, Abiram)

The first day: Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and 250 leaders rebel against Moses (vv. 1-4).

Moses tells Korah and the 250 to bring incense before the LORD (wv, 5-11, 16-17).
“The man whom the LORD chooses is the holy one” (v.
“You and all your company are gathered together against the LORD” (v.

Moses tries to speak with Dathan and Abiram (Reubenites) (vv. 12-15).
The second day: Korah and his crowd are swallowed by an earthquake (vv. 19-34).

The 250 who brought incense before the Lord are consumed by fire (vv. 18, 35-40).
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The third day: The people accuse Moses and Aaron killing the rebels (vv. 41-45).

Aaron’s atonement prevents God’s plague from spreading further (vv. 46-50).
Note: 14 700 were killed, besides those killed by the earthquake and fire.

Numbers 17 — Aaron is God’s Choice; His Rod Grows Almonds

Numbers 18-19 — The Tithe for the Levites and the Law of the Red Heifer

Numbers 20 — The Unbelief of Moses and Aaron, and Aaron’s Death

The Israelites complain again in Kadesh Barnea (vv. 1-6).
“If only we had died when our brethren died before the LORD!” (v. __

Moses and Aaron, in unbelief and discouragement, fail to sanctify God as they get water from a
rock; God then judges them (vv. 7-13).
“You shall not bring this assembly into the land which | have given them” (v. ____

The Edomites refuse permission to let the Israelites go through their land (vv. 14-21).

Aaron dies at Mt. Hor and the priesthood passes to Eleazar, his son (vv. 22-29).

Numbers 21 — From Mount Hor to the Banks of the Jordan

King Arad takes Israelites as prisoners; Israel vows to return and destroy (vv. 1-3).

God sends fiery snakes as a judgment and the bronze serpent for deliverance (vv. 4-9).
Note: the bronze serpent on the pole is a picture of JESUS CHRIST on the cross (John 3:15-16).
“Everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live” (v. __

Israel goes around Edom and Moab to the Arnon River (vv. 10-20).

God gives Israel victory over Sihon, king of Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan (vv. 21-35).

Numbers 22-24 — God Uses the Heathen Sorcerer Balaam to Bless Israel

King Balak of Moab hires Balaam to curse Israel (22:1-20).

God’s angel warns Balaam on the way to speak God’s Word only (22:21-35).
Note: God uses a donkey to instruct Balaam on his journey (2 Peter 2:15-16).

The first effort: Balaam blesses Israel (22:36 — 23:12).
The second effort: Balaam blesses Israel (23:13-26).
The third effort: Balaam blesses Israel (23:27 — 24:13).

Balaam gives one last prophecy of Israel’s glorious future (24:14-25).
“A Star shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel” (v.
Perhaps this is why the Magi believed that the star meant the birth of Israel’s King.

Numbers 25 — Israel’s Adultery with the Moabites and God'’s Judgment

Israel commits adultery and idolatry with the Moabites (vv. 1-3).

Priest Phinehas ends the LORD’s plague by killing two open adulterers (vv. 4-18).
Note: 24,000 Israelites were killed in this plague.

Numbers 26 — The New Census Totals 601,730 Fighting Men

“So there was not left a man of them, except Caleb...and Joshua” (v

Numbers 27 — Joshua Is Appointed Moses’ Successor

God to Moses: “When you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your people” (v.
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Numbers 28-30 — Various Laws Concerning Sacrifices, Feasts, and Vows

Numbers 31 — God Gives Israel Victory over the Midianites

Note that Balaam is mentioned in verses 8 and 16 of this chapter.

Numbers 32 — The 2% Eastern Tribes Agree to Help Their Brothers before Settling Down

The promise of Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh: “We will not return to our homes
until every one of the children of Israel has received his inheritance” (v.

Numbers 33 — The List of Campsites and God’s Instructions about the Promised Land

“You shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you” (v.

“Those whom you let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides” (v.

Numbers 34 — The Boundaries and Division of the Land

Numbers 35 — The 48 Levitical Cities, including the 6 Cities of Refuge

Numbers 36 — Some Inheritance Laws

Interesting Historical and Geographical Facts:

Aaron lived from 1530 BC to 1407 BC and died at Mt. Hor at the age of 123. Moses lived from 1527 BC
to 1407 BC — 40 years in Pharaoh’s court, 40 years as a shepherd in Midian, and 40 years leading Israel
from Egypt to Canaan.

At this time in history the greatest world powers were: the Egyptians, ruled by Thutmose IV and
Amenhotep lll; the Hittites, ruled by Shuppiluliumas; the Babylonians; and the Assyrians.

King Og of Bashan was a giant in stature. According to Deuteronomy 3:11, Og’s iron bed was nine cubits
long and four cubits wide (4m by 1,8m).

The Israelites camped at 21 different places during their journey from Egypt to Canaan. Only a few of
these places have been identified, such as Kadesh Barnea and Ezion Geber. The King’s Highway (which
the Israelites used) runs from Damascus to the Gulf of Agababh. Its history extends from before 2000
BC to the present time.

Questions

How did God’s nation of Israel behave after promising to obey God’s law?
What can we learn from this about our own lives?
How did God remain faithful to His covenant of grace?
Why did Korah rebel against Moses and Aaron?
Against whom were they rebelling when they rebelled against Moses?
What was the sin of Moses that prevented him from reaching Canaan?
How did Jesus use the incident regarding the bronze serpent?
How did God make sure Balaam would speak only the truth?
How did God bless Israel through Balaam?

. How did many Israelites forfeit God’s blessing?

. How did Priest Phinehas show his zeal for the Lord?

. How did Balaam hurt the Israelites, and how did he lose his life?

. Which tribes settled east of the Jordan River? Why?
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Lesson 13 — The Last Words of Moses to His People
(Deuteronomy, some Psalms)

DEUTERONOMY

Deuteronomy means “second law” or “law repeated”. Almost the entire book consists of Moses’ last
words to the children of Israel. He reminds them of their amazing history: “Ask from one end of heaven
to the other, whether any great thing like this has happened, or anything like it has been heard”
(Deuteronomy 4:32). Moses reminds them of God’s promise to their fathers, God’s deliverance of them
from Egypt, God’s care for them in the wilderness, God’s giving of the Law and their worship, and God’s
victory over Sihon and Og. Moses emphasizes repeatedly Israel’s utter unworthiness and their
continued rebellion against God. He admonishes them to cling to the LORD in faith and obedience, lest
God’s blessing be changed into a terrible curse. The book closes with Moses’ song, Moses’ blessing,
and the account of Moses’ death.

Jesus knew Deuteronomy well. When the devil tempted Him in the wilderness, Jesus quoted
Deuteronomy three times and thus prevailed over the devil.

The Israelite church year had 12 months. The first was Abib/Nisan, which ran from part of March
through part of April. This was the month of Passover. Then followed lyyar/Siv, Sivan (month of
Pentecost), Tammuz, Ab, Elul, Tishri/Ethanim (Yom Kippur and Feast of Tabernacles), Marchesva/Bul,
Chislev, Tebeth, Shebat, and Adar. The Feast of Purim, which originated later, was celebrated in Adar.
Hanukkah is the Feast of Lights or Feast of Dedication. It is celebrated on the 25™ day of Chislev. It
commemorates a Jewish victory in 165 BC.

Read as many chapters of Deuteronomy as you can, especially chapters 5-9 and chapter 18, along with
the notes below. Read Psalm 90 and at least one other of the psalms listed below. If you have any
guestions, ask them.

Deuteronomy 1 — Moses'’ first speech: Israel’s History from Mount Sinai to Kadesh-barnea

Deuteronomy 2 — Israel’s History from Kadesh-barnea to the Banks of the Jordan

Deuteronomy 3 — Victory over Og and the Inheritance of the 2% Tribes

Moses asks God to let him go over the Jordan also, but God says no. (vv. 23-27).
God: “Behold it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan” (v. ____

Deuteronomy 4 — Moses Warns Israel to Remember Their History and Obey God’s Commands

“Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God” (v.

“He will not forsake you nor destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers” (v.

Deuteronomy 5 — Moses’ second speech: A Repetition of the Ten Commandments

“The LORD talked with you face to face on the mountain from the midst of the fire” (v. __

Deuteronomy 6 — God Demands Fear and Love of Him

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul and with all your strength... You shall fear the LORD your God, and
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serve Him... You shall not tempt the LORD your God.” (vv.

Deuteronomy 7 — Moses Warns aqgainst Mixing with Canaanites and Their Idolatry

“You shall conquer them and utterly destroy them... you are a holy people to the LORD your
God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself” (vv.

Deuteronomy 8 — Moses Warns against the Pride of Self-sufficiency

“Man shall not live by bread alone; but...by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the
LORD” (v. __

“Beware...lest...you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this
wealth.” And you shall remember the LORD your God” (vv.

Deuteronomy 9 — Moses Warns against the Pride of Self-righteousness

“It is not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart that you go in to possess
their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations...and that He may fulfill the word
which the LORD swore to your fathers... For you are a stiff-necked people” (v.

Moses recounts all the various rebellions against the LORD (vv. 7-24).

Deuteronomy 10-11 — Moses Admonishes His People to Obey the LORD and Receive His Blessing

Deuteronomy 12 — The Place of God’s Worship (“the place where the LORD your God chooses” v. __

Deuteronomy 13 — Beware of False Prophets (“you shall surely kill him” v. _

Deuteronomy 14 — Clean and Unclean Foods and the Tithe

Deuteronomy 15 — The Law of Slavery (“In the seventh year you shall let him go free” v. ____

Deuteronomy 16 — The Holy Festivals (see also Leviticus 23 and Numbers 28)

Deuteronomy 17 — The Duties of Judges and Future Kings

Deuteronomy 18 — Laws of the Levites and Priests

The great prophecy of CHRIST: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from
your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear” (v. ____

Deuteronomy 19-26 — Various Other Laws (chiefly civil laws)

Deuteronomy 27-28 — Moses’ Third Speech: The Wonderful Blessings and the Terrible Curses

These blessings and curses were to be spoken on Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim after the people had
entered the promised land.

Deuteronomy 29-30 — Moses Admonishes Israel to Choose the Blessing Rather Than the Curse

Deuteronomy 31 — Joshua Is Appointed to be Moses’ Successor

“You must go with this people to the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers” (v. __
“The LORD...will not leave you, for forsake you; do not fear or be dismayed” (v. __

“This people...will forsake Me and break My covenant... Then...l will forsake them” (vv.

Deuteronomy 32 — The Song of Moses

“Jeshurun grew fat and kicked... he forsook God who made him, and scornfully esteemed the
Rock of his salvation” (v. ___ This is a summary of future Jewish history.
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Deuteronomy 33 — The Blessing of Moses

“The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms” (v.

“Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD?” (v.

Deuteronomy 34 — The Death of Moses (at 120 years of age) and His Burial by God (in 1407 BC)

“Since then there has not risen a prophet like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face” (v. ____

Psalm 90 — The Psalm of Moses

This psalm is often read on New Year’s Day and at funeral services. Moses knew how to speak of
time and death, for he saw all his people die in the forty years of wilderness wandering.

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (v.

Psalms of Israel’s History — There are many lessons to be learned from Israel’s early history. Some of
the later psalmists put these lessons into poetic form in psalms such as the following:

Psalm 78 — The Lessons of History That Faithful Parents Should Teach Their Children

“They refused to walk in His law, and forgot His works and wonders” (vv.

Psalm 105 — The Lord’s Wonderful Works in Israel’s Early History

“He remembered His holy promise, and Abraham His servant” (v.

Psalm 106 — A National Confession of Sins

“They forgot God their Savior, who had done great things in Egypt” (v.

Psalm 136 — His Kindness Endures Forever

Psalms 44, 66, 95, 114, 135

“Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Psalm 95: |, see Hebrews 3:7-11, 15;
4:7)

Questions

1. What was unique about the experiences of the nation of Israel?

2. Why does Deuteronomy repeat much of the same history and laws as in the previous three
books?

Why was Moses not permitted to cross the Jordan River with the people?
List some of the sins Moses warned his people about in his address to them.
What was the punishment commanded by God for false teachers?

How did Moses foretell the Christ in chapter 18?

What was unusual about the death and burial of Moses?

What future did God promise to His people through Moses?

Identify the Law and the Gospel in Psalm 90, the psalm of Moses.

10 What can we today learn from the history of Israel from Psalms 105-106?
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 14 - Joshua and the Conquest of the Promised Land
(Joshua)

JOSHUA

The name Joshua means “Savior”. It is the same name as Jesus. In fact, Jewish Christians today often
call Jesus by the name “Jeshua”?. Joshua saved the people of Israel from their earthly enemies and
gave them the Promised Land of Canaan. Jesus saved us from sin and death and won for us an eternal
home in heaven.

The book of Joshua was completed after his death, perhaps by one of his younger assistants. It is
divided into two equal parts: the first twelve chapters tell of the conquest of the land (1407-1400 BC);
the second twelve chapters tell how the land was divided among the twelve tribes.

God'’s Dealing with Nations

Each nation has its period of prosperity, but then, when its cup of iniquity is full, God destroys it.
Sometimes He uses great catastrophes, such as floods, fires, earthquakes, or economic disasters.
Usually, however, He uses other nations. In this way God used His people, the Israelites, to destroy the
Canaanites together with their cruel and shameful religion. Some of the Canaanite cities, such as
Jericho, were “devoted” to the LORD — that is, the city and its in habitants were utterly wiped out.

God intended the conquest of Canaan to take many years. After a time, however, Israel grew tired of
war and made compromises with the Canaanites. This was sinful disobedience to God and led Israel
away from the true God of grace, who had promised them a Savior from sin.

Read Joshua chapters 1-11 and chapters 22-24, along with the notes below. If you have questions, ask
them.

Joshua 1 — Preparation for the Crossing of the Jordan River

The LORD encourages Joshua to conquer the land (vv. 1-9).
Joshua gives the people general instructions for crossing the Jordan (vv. 10-11).

Joshua commands the 2% eastern tribes to help in the conquest (vv. 12-18).

Joshua 2 — The Mission of the Two Spies

Joshua sends two spies to Jericho (vv. 1-3).

Rahab protects and hides the two spies because of her faith in Israel’s God (vv. 4-13).
“I know that the LORD has given you the land... for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven
above and on earth beneath” (vv.
Rahab is listed as an ancestress of Jesus in Matthew 1:5.

The spies promise to save Rahab, and then return to report to Joshua (vv. 14-24).

! The Greek translation of “Joshua” is in fact “Jesus”.
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Joshua 3 — The Crossing of the Jordan River on Dry Ground

The Ark of the Covenant of the LORD led the way.
“The waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in a heap” (v. ____

Joshua 4 — The Two Memorials of Stones (one in the Jordan River, one in Gilgal)

Joshua 5 — The Israelites in Gilgal

The Canaanites are afraid (v. 1).
“There was no spirit in them any longer.”

The Israelites are circumcised and keep the Passover (vv. 2-12).
“The children of Israel no longer had manna” (v. ____

Joshua meets the Commander of the Lord’s army, who is the pre-incarnate JESUS (vv. 13-15).
“Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy” (v. __, like at Moses’
burning bush)

Joshua 6 — The Miraculous Conquest of Jericho

The seven days of marching; the trumpets; the final shout (vv. 1-21).
“The city shall be doomed by the LORD to destruction, it and all who are init” (v. ____
“The people shouted with a great shout” and “the wall fell down flat” (v. ____

Rahab and her family are saved (vv. 22-25).

Joshua curses the rebuilder of Jericho (vv. 26-27).
This curse fell on Hiel many years later (see 1 Kings 16:34).

Joshua 7 — Achan’s Sin Prevents Israel from Conquering Ai

The little city of Ai defeats Israel, and Joshua prays in sorrow (vv. 1-9).

God reveals Achan as the transgressor, and he is put to death (vv. 10-26).

Joshua 8 — The Defeat of Ai and the Curses and Blessings on Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim

Joshua defeats Ai by means of an ambush (vv. 1-29).

The blessings and curses are read on the two mountains (vv. 30-35).

Joshua 9 — The Trickery of the Gibeonites

The Gibeonites pretend to be from a far country and Israel makes a treaty with them (vv. 1-15).

Joshua discovers their trickery and makes them Israel’s slaves (vv. 16-27).

Joshua 10 — The Conquest of the South Country

Five great kings plan to take revenge on the traitorous Gibeonites (vv. 1-5).

Joshua defends Gibeon and defeats the five kings with God’s miraculous help (vv. 6-14).
“The LORD cast down large hailstones from heaven on them” (v.
“The sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the people had revenge” (v.

Joshua kills the five kings who were trapped in a cave (vv. 15-27).

Joshua conquers the entire South Country (vv. 28-43).

Joshua 11 — The Conquest of the North Country and the Giant Anakim

Joshua defeats the kings of the North at Merom (vv. 1-15).

Joshua’s conquest of other kings and the giant Anakim (vv. 16-23).
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Joshua 12 — A List of Conquered Kings

Joshua 13 — The Unconguered Country; the Possession of the 2% Tribes

Joshua 14 — Caleb Receives His Inheritance: Hebron

Joshua 15 — The Inheritance of the Tribe of Judah

Notice that Jerusalem was not taken over by the Israelites at this time.

Joshua 16 — The Inheritance of the Tribe of Ephraim

The city of Gezer and others were not yet taken at this time.

Joshua 17 — The Inheritance of the Half-Tribe of Manasseh (the west side of the Jordan)

“The children of Israel...did not utterly drive them out” (v. ____

Joshua 18 — The Tabernacle at Shiloh; the Survey; the Inheritance of Benjamin

Joshua 19 — The Inheritances of Simeon, Zebulon, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan

Joshua 20 — The Six Cities of Refuge

Kedesh, Shechem, Hebron on the west, Bezer, Ramoth, Golan on the east.

Joshua 21 — The 48 Levitical Cities (Aaron 13; Kohath 10; Gershon 13; Merari 12)

Joshua 22 — The Dismissal of the 2% Eastern Tribes

Joshua dismisses the 2% eastern tribes (vv. 1-9).

They build a great altar at the Jordan as a memorial (vv. 10-20).
The 9% tribes think it is a false altar and prepare to fight against them.

The 2% tribes clear up the misunderstanding of the 9% tribes (vv. 21-34).

Joshua 23 — Joshua’s Farewell Address

“Not one thing has failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you.
All have come to pass for you; not one word of them has failed” (v. ____

Joshua 24 — The Death and Burial of Joshua, Eleazar, and Joseph’s Bones

Joshua: “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (v.

Questions
1. In what way was Jesus like Joshua?
2. Why did God want His people Israel to wipe out the Canaanites?
3. Why are we not to declare war against unbelievers today and destroy them?
4. How did Rahab reveal her faith in the God of Israel?
5. What evidence is there that the Commander who met Joshua was Jesus?
6. In what miraculous way was the city of Jericho taken?
7. Why did God allow the small city of Ai to defeat the Israelites?
8. What mistake did Joshua and his men make regarding the people of Gibeon?
9. In what ways did God help Joshua defeat the five kings?

10. What is the subject matter of the last half of the book of Joshua?
11. Why did the Israelites believe that the 2J tribes were rebelling?
12. How was a war against the 2% tribes averted?
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 15 — The Decline of Israel in the Time of the Judges
(Judges)

JUDGES

The book of Judges outlines the history of Israel from the death of Joshua in about 1393 BC to the
death of Samson in 1051 BC. During this time the Israelites grew tired of the holy war God wanted
them to fight against the Canaanites. They began to make compromises with these heathen and
intermarry with them. They sometimes even worshiped their idols. Because of Israel’s unfaithfulness
to the LORD God, God did not give Israel continual victory over its enemies. In fact, God sometimes let
the enemies overcome Israel. But whenever the Israelites again remembered God and asked Him for
help, He sent them judges (saviors or deliverers) who freed them from their enemies. This cycle of
unfaithfulness, God’s judgment, prayer to God, and God’s deliverance kept on repeating during the
time of the judges.

The first two chapters of Judges give a general picture of this period of time. Chapters 3 through 16
present more detailed accounts of six of Israel’s judges. Chapters 17-21 are a double appendix. They
describ events which actually happened at the beginning of this period: the false worship of Micah
and of the tribe of Dan, and the war of Israel against the tribe of Benjamin.

Read as much of the book of Judges as you can and read the notes below. If you have questions, ask
them.

Judges 1 — The Progress of the Tribes in the War of Extermination

Judah, Simeon, and the Kenites make conquests in the South Country (vv. 1-20).

The other tribes make some conquests but fall far short of the goal (vv. 21-36).

Judges 2 — The Message of the Angel of the LORD (the pre-incarnate JESUS) at Bochim

The Angel rebukes the unfaithfulness of the Israelites (vv. 1-5).
“You have not obeyed My voice... Therefore I said, ‘l will not drive them out.”” (v.

The account of Joshua’s death and burial (vv. 6-10).

The pattern of the history of the judges and the pattern of all history (vv. 11-23).
1. They forsook the LORD God of their fathers.
God allowed them to fall into the hands of their enemies.
In their distress they called on the LORD to help them.
The LORD raised up judges to deliver them from their enemies.
When the judge was dead, they returned to their idolatry and unfaithfulness.
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Judges 3 — The Stories of Othniel and Ehud

The nations that remained as snares (vv. 1-6) — “The children of Israel...served their gods” (vv.

Othniel of Judah delivers Israel from Cushan-Rishathaim of Mesopotamia (vv. 7-11).
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Ehud of Benjamin delivers Israel from Eglon of Moab (vv. 12-30).
Ehud put his left-handed dagger into Eglon’s fat belly in secret.

Shamgar delivers Israel from the Philistines with an ox goad (v. 31).

Judges 4-5 — The Story of Deborah and Barak

Deborah and Barak of the northern tribes deliver Israel from Jabin and Sisera of Hazor (4:1-16).
The Kenite woman Jael pounds a tent peg into Sisera’s temple (4:17-24).

The victory song of Deborah and Barak (5:1-31).

Judges 6-9 — The Story of Gideon

The Angel of the LORD (JESUS) calls Gideon to deliver Israel from the Midianites (6:1-24).
Gideon breaks the altar of Baal and receives the sign of the fleece of wool (6:25-40).

God gives Gideon and his 300 men a great victory over Midian with trumpets and pitchers (7:1-
25).

Gideon punishes Succoth and Penuel for refusing help (8:1-21).
The Midianite leaders were Oreb, Zeeb, Zebah, and Zalmunna.

Gideon refuses to be a king and sets up false worship at his home (8:22-35).

Gideon’s son Abimelech sets himself up as king and meets a terrible end (9:1-57).

Judges 10 — The Oppression of the Ammonites and the Philistines, and Israel’s Repentance

God sends two deliverers: Tola of Issachar and Jair of Gad (vv. 1-5).
God uses the Ammonites and the Philistines to punish His idolatrous people (vv. 6-9).

God threatens to deliver His people no more (vv. 10-14).
“Go...to the gods you have chosen; let them deliver you” (v.

Israel repents and puts away their foreign gods (vv. 15-18).

Judges 11-12 — The Story of Jephthah and His Successors

The tribe of Gad chooses Jephthah to be its leader (11:1-11).

Jephthah delivers a message to the Ammonites (11:12-28).

God gives Jephthah victory over the Ammonites (11:29-33).

Jephthah fulfills his rash vow and offers his daughter as a burnt offering (11:34-40).

Jephthah and Gad wage war against Ephraim (12:1-7).
The Ephraimites were unable to pronounce “Shibboleth”.

God sends three more deliverers: Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon (12:8-15).

Judges 13-16 — The Story of Samson

The Angel of the LORD (JESUS) promises a Nazarite warrior (Samson) to Manoah and his wife (13:1-
25).

Samson’s Philistine wife gives him opportunity to kill 30 Philistines (14:1-20).

Samson wins great victories over the Philistines through his great strength (15:1- 20).
He used the torches between the fox tails and the jawbone of a donkey.
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Delilah betrays Samson into the hands of the Philistines (16:1-20).
She cut his long hair, which was part of his Nazarite vow.

Samson kills more in his death than in his life (16:21-31).

Judges 17-18 — The First Appendix: The False Worship of Micah and the Tribe of Dan

“There was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (17:___
Note: Some of the Danites moved from their inheritance to the northern city called Dan.

Judges 19-21 — The Second Appendix: Israel’s War aqainst the Tribe of Benjamin

Because of the wickedness of Gibeah, almost all of Benjamin was wiped out.

Approximate Dates for the Judges

Oppression by Cushan-Rishathaim (1383-1375 BC)
Othniel and rest in Israel (1375-1336)
Oppression by Eglon of Moab (1336-1319)
Ehud and rest in Israel (1319-1240)
Oppression by Jabin of Hazor (1260-1240)
Deborah and rest in Israel (1240-1201)
Oppression by the Midianites (1201-1194)
Gideon and rest in Israel (1194-1155)
Abimelech, Tola, and Jair (1155-1107)

The priesthood of Eli (1109-1069)

Oppression by the Ammonites (1107-1089)
Jephthah and rest in the east (1089-1083)
Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon as judges (1083-1058)
Oppression by the Philistines (1089-1049)
The deeds of Samson (1071-1051)

The loss of the Ark of the Covenant (1069)
Samuel as prophet and judge (1069-1025)
Victory over the Philistines at Ebenezer (1049)

The Amarna Letters

The Canaanites were subject to the Egyptian Pharaohs during most of this history. That is why the
Canaanites appealed to Egypt for help against these Hebrews when the children of Israel carried on
their war of conquest against them. Some letters written by the governor of Jerusalem to Pharaoh
Akhnaton (1387-1366) have been found. In one of the letters the governor says: “The Habiru
(Hebrews) plunder all lands of the king. If the archers are not here this year, then the lands of the king,
my lord, are lost.”
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What is the difference between the time of Joshua and the time of the judges?
Why did the Lord refuse to drive out all the enemies of the Israelites?

How did God deliver His people from their enemies over and over again?

List some of the moral weaknesses you found among the judges.

How did Gideon’s father protect him from those who wanted to punish him?
What does Gideon’s victory with 300 men teach us about God?

What is the only good way to respond to God'’s threats to abandon His people?
Why was Jephthah justified in fighting against the Ammonites?

What turned Jephthah’s victory over the Ammonites into a sad occasion?

. In what form did Jesus appear to Samson’s parents?

. What was the secret of Samson’s strength?

. What moral flaw in Samson led to most of his troubles?

. What do the two appendices teach us about life under the judges?
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Lesson 16 — The Promise of Better Days to Come in Israel
(Ruth; First Samuel 1-7; First Chronicles 1-9)

RUTH

Ruth was a girl from Moab who lived in the time of the judges. She married a man from Judah who
had moved to Moab because of a famine. Later, after her husband died, she followed her mother-in-
law, Naomi, back to Bethlehem in Judah because of her faith in the God of Israel. The pious Boaz, a
distant relative of Naomi, was kind to her and eventually married her. Thus, Ruth became David’s great
grandmother. The line: Boaz, Obed, Jesse, David.

Ruth is the third of three heathen women who became Israelites and ancestors of our LORD. The first
was Tamar, who had a son from her father-in-law, Judah. The second was Rahab of Jericho, who
married Salmon of Judah. All three are mentioned in Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew 1.

The book of Ruth shows us that there were still some God-fearing believers in Israel even during the
horribly ungodly period of the judges. God always has a faithful remnant of people who believe in the
promise of the Savior.

Read the book of Ruth with the notes below. If you have any questions, ask them.

Ruth 1 — How Ruth, a Moabitess, Came to Bethlehem

Naomi’s husband and two sons die in Moab; her daughters-in-law remain alive (vv. 1-7).

Ruth determines to return to Bethlehem with Naomi (vv. 8-22)
“For wherever you go, | will go; and wherever you lodge, | will lodge; your people shall be
my people, and your God, my God” (v.

Ruth 2 — How Ruth Became Acquainted with Boaz, a Distant Relative

Ruth happens to glean with the poor in the fields of Boaz (vv. 1-7).
Boaz shows great kindness to Ruth and comforts her (vv. 8-16).

Ruth returns to Naomi and comforts her in her grief (vv. 17-23).

Ruth 3 — How Ruth Asked Boaz to Marry Her and Recovered Her Inheritance in Israel

Naomi advises Ruth to go to Boaz by night (vv. 1-5).
Boaz agrees to redeem the inheritance and marry Ruth if the closer relative refuses (vv. 6-13).

Ruth returns to Naomi with six measures of barley (vv. 14-18).

Ruth 4 — How Ruth Became the Great Grandmother of David

Boaz speaks to the closer relative about the property and Ruth (vv. 1-8).
Boaz buys the property and marries Ruth (vv. 9-12). See Deuteronomy 25:5-6.
Ruth bears a son, Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of David (vv. 13-22).
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FIRST SAMUEL 1-7

The first seven chapters of 1 Samuel record the end the corrupt priesthood of Eli’s sons and the terrible
Philistine oppression (1089-1049 BC). Not even the mighty Nazarite Samson was able to put an end to
the Philistine oppression, chiefly because he himself became guilty of idolatry and adultery. The
probable year for Samson’s death is 1051 BC.

But where the Nazarite Samson failed, the Nazarite Samuel succeeded, for Samuel’s strength was not
in outward power but in inner repentance. Samuel was God’s chosen prophet already as a boy, and as
a boy, he announced God’s judgment on Eli’s family. When Israel lost the Ark of the Covenant in the
first battle of Ebenezer in 1069 BC, Samuel began his prophetic work in earnest and taught the people:
“If you return to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths
from among you, and prepare your hearts for the LORD, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you
from the hand of the Philistines” (1 Samuel 7:3).

Finally, the children of Israel gathered together in Mizpah and confessed their sins to the LORD. The
LORD immediately responded by giving them a spectacular victory over the Philistines in the second
battle of Ebenezer in 1049 BC. Like John the Baptist preparing the way for the coming of Jesus and His
kingdom, Samuel prepared the way for the coming of David and his kingdom, which was a picture and
preview of Jesus and His kingdom. Samuel was the first in a new line of prophets through whom God
spoke to His people.

Read the First Samuel chapters 1-7 along with the notes below. If you have any questions, ask them.

1 Samuel 1 — The Birth of Samuel as a Nazarite to the LORD

Hannah prays to the LORD for a son and vows to give him back to the LORD (vv. 1-18).
The high priest Eli thought she was drunk because of the way she was praying.

The LORD answers her prayer and gives her a son, Samuel (vv. 19-23).

Hannah brings the little boy Samuel to the high priest Eli in Shiloh (vv. 24-28).

1 Samuel 2 — Hannah’s Song and God’s Judgment on Eli’s House

Hannah sings a song of praise to God (vv. 1-10).
Compare with Mary’s Magnificat (Luke 1:46-56).

Eli’s sons sin grievously, but Samuel serves the LORD faithfully in Eli’s house (vv. 11-26).

A man of God announces God’s judgment on Eli’s house (vv. 27-36).
“Now this shall be a sign to you that will come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas:
in one day they shall die, both of them. Then | will raise up for Myself a faithful priest”
(vv.
The only truly faithful priest is JESUS.

1 Samuel 3 — The LORD Speaks to Samuel and Establishes Him as His Prophet in Israel

The LORD speaks to Samuel in his sleep, and Eli advises him (vv. 1-10).
“You must say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears’” (v.

The LORD tells Samuel what will happen to Eli’s family (vv. 11-21).
“His sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them” (v.

1 Samuel 4 — The Death of Eli’s Sons and the Stealing of the Ark of the Covenant

The Philistines defeat Israel in the first battle of Ebenezer in 1069 BC. (vv. 1-11).
The Israelites thought superstitiously that the mere presence of the Ark would save them.
“The ark of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli...died” (v.
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A messenger reports the sad news to Eli, and he dies (vv. 12-18).

Eli’s daughter-in-law bears a son, Ichabod: “The glory has departed from Israel!” (v. ____

1 Samuel 5 — God’s Judgment on the Philistines because of the Ark

The false god Dagon must bow to the Ark of the true God (vv. 1-5).
The cities of Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron are plagued with disease because of the Ark (vv. 6-12).

1 Samuel 6 — The Return of the Ark of the Covenant to Israel

The Philistine priests advise them to return the Ark to Israel (vv. 1-9).
Two milk cows return the Ark to Bethshemesh (vv. 10-18).

Men of Bethshemesh are killed, and the Ark is moved to Kirjath Jearim (vv. 19 - 7:2).

1 Samuel 7 — The Second Battle of Ebenezer (Stone of Help): Victory over the Philistines

Israel repents of its idolatry (vv. 1-8).
God gives Samuel and Israel victory over the Philistines (vv. 9-14).

Samuel acts as judge in Israel (vv. 15-17).

FIRST AND SECOND CHRONICLES

The two books of Chronicles give us the same history as other Biblical books but from the viewpoint
of the priests. 1 Chronicles begins with Adam and 2 Chronicles ends in 536 BC. The first nine chapters
of 1 Chronicles contain only genealogies.

Questions

What does the book of Ruth show us about the time of the judges?

How did the Moabite girl, Ruth, express her faith in the God of Israel?
How did Boaz express his faith in the God of Israel?

Why do you think the book of Ruth is included in the Old Testament?
What was the inheritance rule among the Israelites when a man died without children?
What were the spiritual conditions in Israel when Eli was high priest?
What kind of vow did Hannah make to the Lord?

How did Eli recognize that God had called Samuel to be His prophet?
What was the false hope of Israel with respect to the Ark of the Covenant?
10 What was Eli’s great sin? What can parents today learn from this?

11. How did the Lord God show Himself to be true God in Dagon’s temple?

12. How was the second battle of Ebenezer different from the first?

RNV AWM R
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Old Testament Survey
Lesson 17 — Samuel, the Last Judge, and Saul, the First King, of Israel
(First Samuel 8-17)

Samuel, the Last Judge

God sent the judges to deliver His people from their enemies. The judge’s work was never permanent.
The greatest judge was Samuel, the last judge. Through Samuel God gave His people victory over the
Philistines by a true inward reformation. We can rank Samuel right next to Moses as a faithful and
unwavering man of God. It was Samuel who founded the schools of the prophets who became teachers
of God’s Word among the people. It was Samuel whom God used to introduce the concept of kingship
to the Israelites.

The Kingdom in Israel

God had already promised Abraham that kings would come from him. Before his death, Jacob said to
his son Judah: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah” (Genesis 49:10). The laws of Moses included
regulations for a future king in Israel. The heathen prophet Balaam, who was hired to curse Israel, was
moved by God to say: “A Scepter shall rise out of Israel” (Numbers 24:17).

Therefore, when the Israelites asked Samuel to give them a king it was no sin in itself. But God and
Samuel were displeased with their request because the Israelites believed their defeats were due to
their not having a king like the other nations, whereas the real reason for their defeats was their
unfaithfulness to the LORD God, their true King.

In spite of their sin God gave them a king, a king after their own heart: handsome Saul from the tribe
of Benjamin. But Samuel warned them that this kingdom would not prosper unless both the king and
the people would remain faithful to the LORD. After Saul proved to be unfaithful, God gave them a
king after His own heart: Jesse’s son, David, from the tribe of Judah. Later God promised David that
the kingdom would never be taken from his family, as God had taken it away from Saul. God has kept
that promise. The Son of David, our Lord JESUS Christ, rules today and will rule forever.

Saul, the First King

Saul was a good king at first, because he humbly ruled under God. But after his first success he became
proud, and he put his own wishes above God and His Word. When he refused to wait for Samuel at
Gilgal, but put himself into the role of priest, Samuel told him that God would not make the kingdom
permanent in Saul’s family. Later, when Saul refused to carry out God’s command fully in the war
against the Amalekites, Samuel told him that God had rejected his kingship altogether.

David, the Second King

Shortly after God rejected Saul, Samuel anointed young David, who Ruth’s great grandson, as the
second king of Israel. God began training him for kingship by having him serve in Saul’s court as a
musician and as Saul’s armor-bearer. David’s victory over the giant Goliath, whom Saul was afraid to
face, proved that David was a man of faith in God’s promises and thus inwardly qualified to be king of
Israel.

Read First Samuel chapters 8-17 with the notes below. If you have any questions, ask them.
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1 Samuel 8 — The Israelites Ask Samuel to Give Them a King

The elders ask Samuel to give them a king like the other nations (vv. 1-5).
God tells Samuel that they can have a king (vv. 6-9).

Samuel tells the people God’s Word and warns them about the dangers of a king (vv. 10-22).

1 Samuel 9 — God Chooses Saul as the First King of Israel

Saul and his servant ask Samuel about Saul’s father’s lost donkeys (vv. 1-14).
God tells Samuel that Saul is to be the king (vv. 15-17).

Samuel and Saul eat and talk together (vv. 18-27).

1 Samuel 10 — The Anointing and Election of Saul as King

Samuel anoints Saul to be king and gives him three signs (vv. 1-7):

1. Two men will report the finding of his father’s donkeys.

2. Three men will give him two loaves of bread.

3. The Spirit of the LORD will come on him and make him prophesy.

Samuel warns Saul to wait for him at Gilgal (v. 8).
The three signs take place (vv. 9-16).

Saul is chosen as king publicly at Mizpah (vv. 17-27).
Saul in modesty hid himself among the equipment.

1 Samuel 11 — Saul’s Kingship Is Confirmed by His Victory over the Ammonites

The men of Jabesh Gilead ask Israel to defend them from the Ammonites (vv. 1-5).
Saul gathers an army and defeats the Ammonites (vv. 6-13).

Saul is crowned as king of Israel at Gilgal (vv. 14-15).

1 Samuel 12 — Samuel’s Speech at Gilgal

Samuel declares his honesty as their judge (vv. 1-5). His two sons were not honest.
Samuel warns the people against rebellion against their God (vv. 6-15).
God sends miraculous thunder and rain to show the people their sins (vv. 16-19).

Samuel promises God’s continued presence with them but warns against rebellion (vv. 20-25).
“The LORD will not forsake His people, for His great name’s sake” (v.
“Fear the LORD, and serve Him in truth with all your heart” (v.
“If you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king” (v.

1 Samuel 13 — The First Great Disobedience of Saul

The Philistines gather together against Israel (vv. 1-7).

Saul waits for Gilgal at Samuel, but not long enough (vv. 8-14). Remember 1 Samuel 10:8.
It was not right for Saul as king to do the work of a priest and sacrifice the offering to God.
“You have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God... Now your kingdom shall not
continue” (vv.

The Philistines threaten Israel again (vv. 15-23).
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1 Samuel 14 — Saul’s Son Jonathan Leads Israel to Victory over the Philistines

Jonathan and the young man who bore his armor put fear into the Philistines (vv. 1-15).
The Israelites win a great victory over the Philistines (vv. 16-23).
Saul foolishly commands his people not to eat until evening (vv. 24-31).

The Israelites eat blood, Jonathan eats honey and is almost killed, all because of Saul’s foolish
command (vv. 32-46).

A summary of Saul’s reign (vv. 47-52).

1 Samuel 15 — Saul’s Second Great Disobedience and His Rejection by God

Saul disobeys God’s command to utterly destroy the accursed Amalekites (vv. 1-9).

Samuel tells Saul about his rejection; Saul tries to justify himself (vv. 10-31).
“To obey is better than sacrifice... Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also
has rejected you from being king” (vv.

Samuel kills Agag, the king of the Amalekites (vv. 32-35).

1 Samuel 16 — Samuel Anoints David as King and God Begins David’s Training

Samuel anoints David of Bethlehem, the youngest son of Jesse, as king (vv. 1-13).
“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (v.

Saul asks David to play the harp for him (vv. 14-23).

1 Samuel 17 — David’s Victory over Goliath (which Saul as king should have won)

The giant Goliath defies Israel, Saul, and God Himself (vv. 1-11).
David offers to fight Goliath and he does so with five smooth stones and a sling (vv. 12-40).

God gives David the victory for he fights in faith in God’s promises (vv. 41-58).
“l come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, ...who